
in it. They knew the alligator was in there because they seen

him when he drove back, when he drove his head back and went

back. So they went on over to another cave. Now this was all

mud around there where we were walking, now you would bog up

about a foot and half deep. So this alligator had come out of

that cave and was trying to go to another and they met up with

him but he was blind; he could not see where he was going. They

shot him two or three times and they could get a hold of him but

they could not pull him out of the cave on the wagon. He was a

big one. They went back to the wagon and got a rope off the mule

that was tied up there and went back there and hooked that rope

to him and they pulled him out of that cave.

P: How big was he?

R: He was about nine feet long but he had a huge body on him.

P: Yes, well the bigger they get, the wider their body is.

R: Yes, and that is the only time that I ever seen them getting

them, but they had a lot of ways of getting them. They had a

hook that they would run down in the cave and if that gator ever

grabbed the end of that pole, he would get that hook and then they

would pull him out. There are not many alligators anymore, not

around here. I guess that there are some places; I think there

are quite a few of them down around Gainesville now, is there

not?

Q: Down at Silver Springs.

P: In the lakes and down at Silver Springs there are a lot of them.

Q: How long have you been in Gainesville?

P: Only four years, 1979. I like it, it is beautiful down here.

Every time I go home to New Jersey it gets harder and harder. I
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