
Well, I looked down there, and there was one of the biggest
rattlesnakes I have ever seen down at the end of the limb.
I would say the limb was only about three feet off the
ground. The squirrel would run down there and just have a
fit, then right back up and right back down. Every time he
would get a little closer, so it was real easy to see what
was going to happen. That snake was just going to sit
there, and he was up like that, with his tongue going and
everything. Now, this is what we call "charming." This
squirrel eventually was going to get a little bit to close,
and that snake would get him. So I let him run back up the
tree, and I shot him before the snake got him. Then I went
on and killed the snake. But that is one of the most
unusual things I have seen, and I never seen that happen
again.

P: That is interesting.

W: One time I stuck my hand in a hollow log trying to find fish
that had hidden in the sand. One time got a snake. When
you feel something like that, you just grab it and pull him
out. Well, I did that one time, and it was a moccasin. Of
course, nobody told me to throw him down or anything, but I
got rid of him.

P: Yes, I would, too. Are there any animals, birds, or snakes
associated with bad luck or good luck? Is it good luck to
see an owl or hear an owl?

W: I like to hear an owl when I am fishing. I do not think it
makes the fish bite, but it sounds good. A lot of people
say if the owls are hollering the fish are biting.

P: So people do say that?

W: Yes. I have also heard people going by a pasture say, "Look
at all the cows feeding. Let's go get our fishing boat and
go fishing, because we know the fish are feeding."

P: I have heard that one.

W: But you go by the next pasture and all off them are laying
down in the shade, so what are you going to think then?

P: You said softshell cooters are some of the best eating. How
do you catch them?

W: There are so many ways. In the ponds put a trot line out--
drive your stakes down and bait your hook with pork. I
always heard bait your hook with pork, and I have always
done that. Well, I did not always do it, but I have and it
works. Bait your hook with fatback, not necessarily salt
pork, but pork fat. Put small, little pieces on there. Put
it where it will almost float on top of the water. Put your
trot line out across where it will be right close to the
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