
across it, that was supposed to be bad luck. Oh, my God!
If anybody stepped across your fishing pool before you
started fishing, even at the house, [that was bad]. Oh, no.
When you were getting the pole out, nobody stepped across
that pole. That was just like signing your death warrant,
just about. I mean, you just did not do that. That was
really bad.

P: That is what I am asking you about. I know you probably do
not believe in those, but I am curious to about hearing
them.

W: I do not remember that many of them, Cathy, because things
that I did not believe or that did not amuse me a lot [I
just do not remember].

P: You just threw them out.

W: Yes, I just let them go.

P: Okay. How about times when it is good to fish? Do you fish
when the river is rising, or is it better when it is lower?
Is a full moon better than a waning moon?

W: Well, I have two brothers who would tell you that there is a
major and a minor feed time for the fish. They keep up with
it. They say, "This is a major time, and this is a minor
feed time." But it is a proven fact, scientifically, that
they are wrong. In most cases, if you put the kind of bait
that the fish wants out there in front of him anytime, he
will keep feeding on and on. A fish does not know when the
moon is full. There is a limit to anything, of course. We
all know that. But I do think that sundown in the evening,
the daybreak in the morning, or a moonlit night are the best
times to fish. These are proven facts. There was one time,
however, when I went right at noontime when the sun was
straight up--the sun was beating down so hot I could not
stand it--and caught more fish than I did at any other time.
But to say that one time is better than another, I would not
dare say it. I do think that moonlit nights are terrific.

P: Okay. The other day you were telling me about fish nesting
and people boating, and what it is that really destroys the
fish.

W: I think that what really destroys the fish is boating in the
rivers. It is terrible in the rivers, especially in the
small rivers. I do not think there should be allowed
anything over a ten-horse motor. To begin with, if I owned
a boat with a 100, 150, or 200 horsepower motor, I would not
take it to one of the rivers around here. I mean, I just
would not do that. A lake like Ocean Pond or [the river]
out from Lake City toward Jacksonville or something larger
than that is fine, I think, but I would not launch a big
boat on this river. Now, if only one person were going up
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