
stomped him, and everything real bad. All the law was
afraid of him. There was nobody that would have anything to
do with him. Well, the fellow Gall told him he would see
him when he came back into town the next time.

Sure enough, when he come back into town the next time--it
was a week later, on Saturday afternoon, when everybody
usually went to town--Gall was sitting on the lazy bench
awaiting Walker. He said he was still not over the beating
that he gave him the week before. But this time when Walker
got out of the truck and walked around it, Gall started
shooting him with a .38. Of course, Gall was right close to
him, and the first bullet hit him. He shot him again, and
the next one hit him. Then Walker started running around
the truck to get away from him, and Gall went right in
behind him and kept shooting. I think Walker finally got
back to the truck where his gun was on the seat or in the
truck somewhere. He got his gun, but before he could even
turn around with it, he dropped dead. Gall had killed him.
And they never arrested Gall or anything. They were just
glad that he did the deed for them.

P: So people took the law into their own hands a lot more then?

W: Yes. I believe that was fairly common, especially around
here. After they cut Alachua County in two and made
Gilchrist out of it, then Gilchrist and Lafayette have never
developed as fast as Alachua, Columbia, Suwannee, and some
of the other counties. I do not mean that the people are
way behind times or anything. One can decide that for
themselves.

P: Yes. It is just different.

W: But it is just that they never progressed. The people never
progressed like they did in Alachua and some of the other
counties, like Columbia and Suwannee. My own personal
opinion is that the people who left Gilchrist when they were
young and then came back into the county after twenty or so
years had more knowledge. I believe they had more knowledge
of the surrounding country and even rural areas than the
people that stayed Gilchrist. I was talking to some guy the
other day, and I asked him, "How about us going up to the
mountains and staying for three or four days? You, your
wife, and your son can ride up with us." Well, he said, "I
have never been out of Gilchrist County. I do not know what
to look at or what." That does not mean that the guy is bad
or good. It is just that he does not know.

P: He does not have a comparison.

W: He does not read much. TV has grown popular, and I think
that has educated people more than anything else. I do not
mean children--I mean adults. And I am sure that this
county is not the only one. I can probably name several
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