
W: Yes. I remember one time we went all the way to Gulf
Hammock. Do you know where Gulf Hammock is?

P: Yes, I do. How long did that take you?

W: That was about a three-day trip. We stayed there a week.
We camped, put our tent out, and everything. And the birds!
The first night we were not used to the birds. Now, this is
what my uncle told me, and I am pretty sure he would not
tell me anything that was wrong. He passed away about a
year ago. Anyway, I heard some terrible commotion after we
laid down at night. We did not have sleeping bags, but we
had heavy comforters. This was in fall of the year. I
asked him what that was, and he said it was a bird pulling
the tops out of the palmettos, like the cabbage palm that
they make palm salad and whatever else to eat. He said it
was those birds would get up there and jerk the bread out
and eat it. It was kind of scary, lying there with the
birds are all around making this racket. Well, they were
not all around, but maybe you would hear one over in the
east, and one in the west, and one in the south, and all I
could do was listen. My God, I thought. Maybe he is not
going to get enough of that. Maybe he wants a little meat
to go with his cabbage.

P: Little Billy Wilkerson! [laughter]

W: That was one of the unique experiences that I remember of my
childhood.

P: What kind of food did you eat or did you carry with you?

W: We carried white salt bacon. Actually, salt bacon, flour,
and meal were probably the only things we carried.

P: Did you catch squirrel or go hunting?

W: Oh, yes. Our trip was to catch mullet or salt water fish of
any kind at the creeks. We went in one of the creeks over
there.

P: The little salt marsh creeks.

W: Salt marsh creeks. I do not know [if we did it every time],
but I know every other time we would put a net across the
creek when the tide was up, and when the fish started out
with the tide they would run into it, and it would catch
them by the gills. The old people would hunt in the
daytime, so there was no scarcity of food. We kept cabbage
palm, and, of course, that was good and still is. If you
want to eat any better than that, why, there has to be
something wrong with your brain.

[Begin new interview session.] So anyway, I was standing by
the creek. It was about a hundred or a hundred fifty yards
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