
car, he asked, "Well, what do you think about the property
down there? Do you think that is beautiful down there?
What do you think about it? Do you want to go ahead and
close the deal today?" The man answered, "No, sir. I am
not too fired up about the land down there. I would like to
see, though, if you have some more of those hogs that made
the marks on those trees."

P: Thirty-foot hogs!

W: Thirty-foot hogs scratching on the tree! But I said that
only to prove my theory. When you get below Tyler's Bluff--
do you know where that is?

P: Yes, I now where that is, the lower part of the river.

W: Okay. On down, there are all the estuaries and creeks and
sloughs and whatever going out from the river. There are
rays in there, places out there where the fish can hide,
where the little fish stay until they get big enough to
protect themselves. There are fish there. I mean, that is
about the only place anymore where you can go and really do
some good fishing.

P: So you have seen a lot of change in your lifetime with fish
on the Suwannee.

W: Yes. Oh, God, have I ever!

P: I guess everyone I have talked with says that the fish [will
replenish themselves in time].

W: Everybody says, "Oh, they just will make more fish," and it
goes on like that. "It does not matter that there are no
more fish caught." The fact is, the fish are not being
raised. I think that they should get some of these wildlife
officers out of their automobiles and fast boats and put
their cans down there to restock the wilderness. It does
not cost that much for 5,000 bass here and 5,000 bass
minnows--two- or three-inch small ones. Put them in up and
down the river, with shellcrackers and brim, and just start
restocking it yearly. Not just now and let it go five
years; I mean every year.

P: Until they are back to what they were.

W: Until they are back to what they were. They are not going
to overstock it because somebody will be trying to catch
them or something. I do not think they will overstock it
because the gar are going to eat them up as fast as you can
get them in there. But there are a lot of things they could
do to bring them back, to help them replenish. They will
never bring the fish back like they were. There is no way
they are going to.
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