
hunting. We went catfishing.

P: Oh, no. How did [you wind up with the gator]?

W: We put trot lines out in the lake, you see. After dark we
went back to check the lines. Well, the first thing I saw
was a gator's eyes. I had a rifle, a .22 single-shot rifle.
You put one bullet in and shoot it, and then you have to
take the hull out and put in another one. It does not work
automatically. I certainly did not go gator hunting with
it. I just always carried it. If I go fishing, I carry it.
Any time I go anywhere, I carry that rifle. You never know
when you are going to see a rattlesnake or whatever. So I
had the rifle in the boat with me. No sooner had we left
the bank, I flipped the headlight on to check the lines, and
there was a gator on one of the lines.

P: He was on the line?

W: Yes. He was only about a three- or four-foot-long gator,
but I knew it was not a catfish when I saw him there rolling
and tumbling and everything. So I told this buddy of mine--
he is kind of wild.

P: What is his name?

W: Billy Stephens. He is younger than I am, but he is really a
good boy. He was raised on the river. He is a regular
river rat, if you want to call him that, so he loved to hunt
and fish. Another one of the boys that went with us decided
that we were not going to catch any fish anyhow, so he just
laid down in the back of the truck and went to sleep. He
had had a few beers, anyway, so you might say he was half
asleep and about half passed out.

We got in the boat, and the first thing I did was shine the
light right on the line, and it was right there.

P: How did you set up the trot line?

W: Well, we drove stakes down into the pond because there is
nothing to tie the ends to beside it. We drove the stakes
or stubs down and tied one end to it, and then went on down
to the other end and tied it to a small tree because there
was nothing else to tie it with.

P: About how big were the trees?

W: Well, like an inch and a half in diameter, say from two
inches in diameter at the bottom to an inch at the top, at
the little end.

P: Do you have to go into the water to put it in?

W: Well, no, you are in the mud in the bottom of the lake. You
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