
P: About two feet.

W: Yes.

P: Okay.

W: Then when you go back up there and see that cord pulled
tight, you know you have got the gopher. All you have to do
is catch the cord and pull him out. You have the advantage
because you have one foot caught, and maybe two feet, and
you can pull him out fairly easily because he is not very
far down.

P: Where did you learn that way of catching gophers?

W: Trial and error.

P: You invented it.

W: Yes. You can take a place where there are a lot of gophers,
and you can catch every one if you want to. Now, sometimes
one will break that cord. He may be big enough that, if you
do not go back soon enough, or if he gets caught early in
the morning and you do not go till late that afternoon, he
might be pulled around the tree trying, trying, trying to
get loose. They do not give up.

P: Yes, and they are strong.

W: They are put together like a Sherman tank. Strong.

P: I have seen them knock over an iron kettle.

W: Have you ever tried to butcher one?

P: No.

W: You have never tried butchering? Mm, mm, mm. You have a
problem when you start trying to butcher them. I remember
[one time when my neighbor] Ann [was eating dinner with us].
We had gopher, and I had fixed it. Of course, they like to
come over and eat, and they like for me to go over and fix
theirs, because I cook a lot of wild game. Of course, Ann
did not knw that a gopher does not have a backbone.

P: Oh, no, and Ann thought it did?

W: Ann ate that gopher meat and said, "This is good. What part
of that?" I said that it was the backbone. "Well, give me
another one." This was a big joke. "Is this more
backbone?" I said, "Yes, it is backbone." I do not know
how many pieces she ate thinking it was backbone.
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