
middle of it, so once we got them out in the woods, then we
could slack up and take our time, and they would just feed
around the woods away from the field.

P: So you could then have that time, but when they were laying
you had to follow them.

W: When they were laying you had to watch them go to their nest
because you had to find out where their nest was. Then you
would come back and report that you had found such-and-such
a turkey nest, where it was and everything. Then every day
or two would have to go back to it and find out if something
had broken the nest up or if something caught the turkey.
When she started sitting on the nest hatching the eggs, she
would sit there. Of course, later on we got incubators, and
then we would pick the eggs up once they got through laying
them. We would let the turkeys lay in their own nests, and
then we would pick the eggs up and carry them to the
incubator. At first they would sit there on the nest day
and night. Of course, foxes and bobcats, and various things
like that would get them if you did not watch out.

P: How did you know they were going to be laying? How did you
know a hen was ready to lay?

W: Well, once a year they always do.

P: All the hens do.

W: Yes.

P: So it is like chickens.

W: Well, no. Chickens lay all the time. But domestic turkeys
lay once a year, just like gobbler season for wild turkeys;
gobbler season is only in the spring of the year. That is
when they mate. Wild turkeys do not mate year round. They
mate just during the spring gobbler season. Then all the
rest of the time the gobblers and the hens would separate.
They stayed separate practically all the time. They stay in
one place. The young gobblers are called jakes.

P: Jakes?

W: Yes. They will stay to their self. They will not even stay
with the old gobbler. You will see a bunch of young jakes.
If there are fifteen or twenty, they will all bunch up and
stay to themselves. They never go around the hens or the
little turkeys or the old gobblers. There will usually be
one old gobbler, too. He will stay here and another one
will stay over there. They do not normally stay together.

P: How about hens? Do they usually stay together?

W: Yes, they stay together just about all the time. Of course,
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