
W: Yes, they were born here.

P: Do you have any brothers and sisters?

W: Yes, I have three sisters and three brothers.

P: I have not met them. Are they all around this area still?

W: Yes. The farthest one is Tampa; I have a sister in Tampa.
Then I have two sisters in the High Springs area. And the
other surviving brother lives in Lake City, but he owns a
place on the river.

P: On the Suwannee?

W: Yes. Then my other two brothers live on the Suwannee, up
near the old home place.

P: Oh, really? Does anyone still live on the old homestead?

W: Well, I own it, but I do not live there. I go there pretty
often.

P: You still have the land?

W: Yes, I still have the land and the house. I do not even
rent the house. I keep it and go there. It is a little
place to go.

P: What did your parents do for a living?

W: Dad farmed, and that was it. My dad passed away when I was
six years old, and my mother never remarried. There was a
brother younger than I who was four years old, so there was
a two-year difference in our ages. You can readily see
there was a lot of work back in those days because money was
not very plentiful. My mother mostly raised turkeys, and my
job, one of the first jobs I can ever remember having, was
driving the turkeys to acorns.

P: Hickory nuts?

W: No, acorns: black-jack acorns, post oak acorns, and water
oak acorns. Not the hickory nuts--they would not eat them.
What we would do in the spring of the year when the hens
were laying is try to find their nests. You had to watch
them and find out where the nest was. If she knew you were
looking at her, she would never go to her nest. She would
hide behind a tree or something, so you had to hide really
well to see her slip into her nest.

P: Kind of like an Indian.

W: They did that, I guess, because they did not want anybody to
know where their nest was. Then when you found out where
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