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R: born so time I got up any size, well, he wasn't really up to going in with us, I think he

swam when he was younger. But many times they'd have to swim across the river, swim the

horses across and that sort of thing, different places, but I really didn't go swimming

P: Okay. Well, I've heard Earl and Aunt Ruby says...

R:

P: ...right-- I couldn't remember his last name for a minute -- that there are not as many

fish as there used to be in the Suwannee River. Is that your experience or do you think

you can make a comparison?

R: I don't know about that really. I think that he would be a better authority on that than

I. I've heard people say that because the, the, well, I guess because most people fish

there and another thing, because of the motor boats...

P: Uh huh.

R: ...that go up and down there, I guess.

P: Wash away all the eggs.

R: Uh huh, uh huh. Killed it.

P: Let's see. How have you seen the are around the river change in your life?

R: Well, I think it's changed a considerable. I don't think the people who live there live

anything like we did, because it's modernized and they now have in rural areas anything

that we can have in an urban area. They have their television sets, they have their deep-

freezes, they have electricity, have running water and bathtubs and that sort of thing where

when I grew up we didn't. We, we had a windmill. You've see them, you know, a windmill,

maybe...

P:: Uh huh.

R: ...that pumped water, but we had to carry it to the house. It didn't run up to,the house,

it didn't....

P: Well, what do you think was the most valuable experience of growing up that way? What did

you learn from it?

R: Well, I think it's like Dr. McCrae, my mother's doctor said, the morning she died, he said

-- well, she was ninety-two -- and he said, well, he said the younger generation will never


