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R: She and Ruby had something on the sixth grade.

P: And Karen Xow on kindergarten. This is getting to the end. I'm going to have to....

R: ...because I'm sure not doing a very good job here.

P: Oh, yeah, you are. It's really interesting. And if you have certain things that you've

been thinking about that you want to tell me, just butJright in.

R: I always thought that was interesting about Merle. She was a very.scholarly person,

very studious person. She, you know, learned real quickly.

P: Yeah. We used to play school, too, little kids. (laughter)

R: I think most children do. I guess

P: And later on we stopped lot of it. Let's see. Did you ever hear tales about moon-

shiners?

R: Oh, yes. I surely did.

P: Do you remember any?

R: Yes. When I taught school, when I was sixteen years old, the people that I boarded

with....

P: Where did you teach school?

R: I taught school at a little school out from Live Oak. Falmouth. It was on the Suwannee

Riverand the people over there, that seemed to be one of the pasttimes over there and

I think the people that I roomed with, that I boarded with, they would leave home

about the time that the rest of us were starting to go to bed and they'd come home about

the time we got up every morning, and I thought it was so strange where my father was

always home at night and I thought this was so strange. So before I left there was a

nice family in the neighborhood and asked me to come up and room with them and they

asked me didn't I know that so-and-so ran moonshine, and of course, I was naive, a

sixteen-year-old girl, I said, I didn't know. I said, No, I didn't know what they were

doing. They said, Well, they were some of the biggest moonshiners in this whole area.

(laughter)

P: Was moonshining common?

R: Yes, very common. And especially out in back, backward areas, I think. And this was

a backward area on the Suwannee River. This was a one-teacher school.

P: Did they ever have revenues come in? Did you ever hear stories of revenues breaking


