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R: Yeah.

P: Okay. Any other animals that you remember? Woodpeckers? Were they called....

R: No, no, I don't remember anything special about those.

P: The sandhills, were they called the sandhills?

R: Uh huh. Sandhills.

P: Do you know any folk remeies for illnesses?

R: Well, I know one, I guess. The cactus that;iyou peal it off, get the thorns off of it and

put in on boils or we usually call ri-sings. I don't know how you spell that. Rising --

R-I-S-I-N', I guess. And it was supposed to draw it to a head.

P: So it was the inside.

R: Uh huh. Uh huh. It come out to where it draw the puss to the outside where it would

drain.

P: That's interesting.

R: And another, I think this was 1,'!.-;A ;.ng During 1918 -- I vaguely remember this --

when the soldiers came back from overseas, they brought this flu and of course, the

doctors didn't know how to treat it because rural doctors then gave calomel and castor

oil, and, which it was before the day of antibiotics, and that was about the only way they

knew to treat it, and this was, they tell me, why so many people died, because, boy, when

you took that calomel and that castor oil, you, that made you dreadful sick and weak,

too, usually, really. But I was saying that to say that my parents especially didn't

want us to get it, so every morning when we went to school, we put sulphur in our shoes,

how about that? (laughter) Can you imagine how that smelled? But most everyone else

did it too, so I guess no one noticed the smell. The main thing was to wear asafedita

around your neck. I guess you've heard of that one, probably, where you tie it up in a

little cloth and just put it on a string, put it around your neck, and you wore that to

ward off colds and flu and.... (laughter)

P: Okay, how about remedies for, I'll go down some of these remedies. Stomach aches?

Remember?

R: Oh, my father kept blackberry wine that we used for upset stomach and that sortof thing.

We kept wine, and grape wine, and blackberry wine. We made the wine and kept it in the

house all the time. It was used for medicinal purposes.


