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Marlene Locklear 

Side 1. 1 

T: My name is Marilyn Taylor. I'm recording for the Doris Duke 

Foundation under the auspices of the University of Florida for 

the American Indian Oral STudies Program. Today is August 2, 

1973. Today I'm in Woods Department Store and with me is an 

employee who works here. I'd like to say that it's been very 

gratifying the cooperation we've had from these girls' supervisor 

who has made it possille.for them to give an interview on 

company time.so to speak or, if they want to, or on their time 

either way. But he's been most co9perative and so have the 

girls. I just wanted to mention that in this opening. Would 

you tell us your full name please, and spell if for the 

benefit of our readers and listeners? 

S: Yes, ma I am, it's Omalene.·I:iocklear Steen. 0-m-a-1-e-n-e. Last 

name is S-t-e-e-n. 

T: Steen is a name that you don't hear too much around here. Did 

you marry somebody that's local or did you, or is it someone out 

of the area? 

S: Well, his father is out of the area. His father is a white man. 

T: Um, huh, and what, is he part white or part ••• ? 

S: He's part white and part-Indian. 

T: Well, then I can tare that feeling. Or that, rather that, I guess 

" 
it's a being more than a feeling sometimes. 'Cause my father 
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is part Cherokee, whereas my mother is --Indian. What part of* the 

country does he come from? ·Did you meet him here in Pembroke? 

S: Yes, ma'am, I met him here in Pembroke, but his father's from 

Hamlin, , North Carolina. ----"'---
T: How many children do you have? 

S: We have two. We have a son, ten, and a daughter, eight. 

T: And give us their names. I think names are interesting. 

B: Macy Linda Steen and Clisby R. Locklear. I had the little boy 

before I'd gotten married. 

T: I see. 

kids 

I have run in[o that sometimes)too. The difference in the 

'""owHU~ s and the_,._, __ names. And they all say, well, my momma got 

married, but I didn't. It amazes me the way children explain things. 

You have two children. Let's see. Do both of them in school? 

S: Yes, ma' am. 

T: How do you feel about the education, system here in Pembroke? Do 

you think it's getting the job, or is it educating our children? 

And tell me the schools that your children are atteij'i\ing. 

S: They attend the grade school. It's not the kids,! don't think, 

the majority of the time. If:'s the teachersz Most of them they're 

there for the dollar. That's it. They don't have no interest 

in the kids whatsoever. 

T: Do you ••• what do you think as a parent, just one parent, you 

could do about it? I mean, are you willing to get involved to 

do something with other parents? What could you do perhaps? 

S: Well, right at the present I don't know, but, for example, I hel~ 
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my daughter back into the secnnd grade another year. And it's be

cause she wasn't, to me she wasn't ready to go on. 

T: In other words, you're saying the teacher promoted her, but you 

£let ••• 

S: She would have. 

T: Yeah. 

S: ••• but I wouldn't let her. 

T: Because you didnt feel she ••• 

S: She was not ready to go on. And if they don't get it in the lower 

grades like first, second, or third, they keep passing them, it's 

no good. They'll never get it. 

T: '.Ct' s a:: social .. promotion, in other words, and they don't really 

S: They just push them on, send them on, get them out of the way 

so they won't have them next year. 

T: And don't have the tax dollar so the kids ••• I agree. They're 

what do you think about ••• do you think teachers, is it their 

training? I know that we have, you kn~w, this university here that 

••• a great deal, many teachers come out. Is it teacher training 

or is it when they go out on the job they get so disappointed with 

it or what? As a parent, from what you have observed ••• 

S: Well, from my standpoint I think it's that they just lose interest:_; 

in the child, you know, in their work. You know. 

T: Yes. 

S: Whereas if they would, you know, show a little interst in the child 

like kind of encouraging it to go on, you know, and do things. I 



LUM 147A 

4 

think the child would catch on eventually and go ahead. 

T: Um, huh. Well, I agree. They certainly need a pat on the back, 

all of us do-every now and then or we'll just kind of lax off. 

D: And, too, I think another thing. There be too many kids sometime 

in one classroom \: for one teacher. 

T: Un, huh. 

S: You know,,she can't take up the time with the kids like she should 

T: Overcrowded classrooms. Well, this could, maybe, do you think 

cuase the teacher sometimes to lose interest when she feels that 

she's spread so thin? 

S: Right. 

T: • • • and can' t I'm not suree'what meansJwould you go, maybe 

organizing the parents ? do we not have an organization like 

that for parents who are interested in their children and; wanting 

better education that you know of at this J ~fe...--? 
S: No. It's the parents, I think, like the mothers, you know, would 

it 
get together, you know, and try and do something aboutJ,you know. 

T: And meet with maybe the teachers or something. 

S: Right. 

T: ;; De they have parent-teacher 

schools they do but I don't ••• 

S: I think they do. I'm not sure. 

meetings over here? I know some 

T: 

S: 

I heard some say if they did it wasn't very well attended. 

There you go. 

T: So it might, that might be he,,r-l.-~•· 
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T: You've been working in Woods now, and I know,you've worked other 

places because I've seen you around town. 

been employed here at Woods? 

S: Since March of '73. 

T: March of '73. 

S: Um, huh. 

T: And where did you work before that? 

How long have you 

S: Little Giant in Pembroke and also in Lumberton. 

T: The Little Giant, that is sort of a chain grocery store. 

S: Right. 

T: I guess they· have it, I'm not sure they have it in every area, 

.J-c Ke, IA)// 
but I ••• / ~ 1 ~ go to Florida sometimes, you know, things 

> 

we take for granted, other people wonder what in the world are 

they talking about, you know? So that's ••• the Little Giant 

gorcery store is sort of a convenience store, I guess. What made 

you change and decide and come ~with Woods? 

S: Well, my very first reason was I had too much responsibility. 

Alot of times I'd go work at seven and work till eleven at night. 

T: Those were long hours. With a family? 

S: With a family, too. 

T: Well, you just didn't hardly have time for yourself at all. 

S: Right- See, I'd have to open the store at seven. Well, I'd 

have to drive all the way to Lumberton. And it was just a rat 

race all the time. 

T: I can see. 
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T: Well, did you, did your husband pitch in and help with the 

housework or anything? 

S: No, ma'am. 

T: He's not one of these that sees anything that needs to be done? 

Are the children old enough to help? 

S: If I just, you know, stand behind 'em they'll pick up their clo-1:hes 

you know, and do little things like that for me. Every once in 

a while I let them wash the dishes, you know. 

T: Well, every little bit does help, I can see. You're much happier 

here because you live in Pembroke do you not? 

S: Yes, ma'am. 

T: And you feel ••• Now in working those long hours were you paid 

overtime in all this? 

S: Yes, the pay was real good, 

T: Um, huh. 

S: But in the long run it's not worth it. 

T: It's not worth ·the wear and tear on the nerves and all the other 

things that you have to think about. Other than you don't 

see your family either much, do you, at times? 

S: Right. 
Strickland 

T: How do you like working for Mr. / ? He's an Indian manager 

here. You know, a lot of people think that Indians who are in 

positions of authority, when they get ready to tell you something, 

they're sort of harsh and get on the warpath so to speak; there's 
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been alot pf propaganda about that. How do you find him as a 

boss man? 

S: For me to say for him hisself he is as fine a man who ever 

lived. He treats one just as he treats us all. If he's 

got something to tell us, he tells us in a nice way. ·He don't, you 

know, like well, you got to do this or you've got to do that. 

We know we have it to do. He tells us. We go ahead and we do it. 

T: Do you think that he ••• would you class him as a man who has 

leadership qualities, able to lead peoples you know, and wanting to 

do ••• 

S: Yes, ma' am. 

T: ••• do things. Have you ever known him, seen him in a mo-

ment of anger? 

S: No, ma'am. 

T: Never? 

S: Never. Never. 

T: Have you ever wondered what is he like to see him angry? 

S: Yes, ma'am. 

T: He must probably, all of us they say have some kind of temper, 

but maybe he's just one of those people who know when and how to 

control it. 

S: He seems to be the same thing; you know, every time you see 

him, he's in a nice mood. He always speaks to you, you know. 

T: I don't think we got established what, in this instance we 
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· are on an Indian studywe have to get you to get race concious 

in the sense that we like to identify, uh, what race do you 

identify with? 

S: Indian. 

T: And would you class yourself as Lumbee, Tuscaroora, or what? 

·/ Robeson County Indian or ••• we like when we say American In-
that . Ir. ? 

dian / ' encompasses many tribes and many groupsJ15fl {, b • So I I 

find that they' re,,coming in from all, you know, all places so 

we don't assume that even though I know - ·it. we have to get it 

on tape, you know. 

S: Well, I'm just me. I'm an Indian. What kind I can't say. 

T: You don't classify as Lumbee or what ••• or don't prefer 

S: Well, that would be as clos.e as I know, you know. 

T: In other words, you'd rather ••• if you had to be identified 

••• identification's sake, say, you'd say Lumbee rather than 

Tuscaroora? 

S: Yes, ma I am. [eMrk,.Ji c.J 
T: What do you think about this band or this group that's pulled 

out, a small segment,too. When you read it in the newspapers 

I think it's blown up and sounds like maybe the whole town or 

the whole county down here has gone on the warpath and people 

get all, you know, scared, this kind of thing. But it is a 

small group of people that pulled away from what, what they've 

been going by is Lumbee mostly ••• ? 

S: Right. 
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T: How do you feel about it? Do you think they ••• I mean, per

sonally speaking, you know, ••• 

S: I think what they're doing may be right, but the. way they're 

doing it is the wrong, wrong way. There's a right way and a 

wrong way to do anything. And they're doing it the wrong, wrong 

way. 

T: Okay. Now we know, you know, I know the way and you know the: way 

they're doing it, but again for the benefit of those . that 

don't know exactly what we're talking about, what do you mean 

by the wrong way? Describe some of the ways that they're 

J,a l Kt l the things they' re doing. 

S: Well, jusLlike for instance the night up at the college when 

II 11 
Old Main burnt. To me that ~,as stupidity. That was ignorance. 

T: Do you feel they had a part in causiftg it to burn? 

S: I don't know but they had no business out there dancing around t:,vn...~ 

'( I '11n\'\' 
(! '.cf.A) oof in ¢-- Vt he ¢] .. and all this crap. 

T: Oh, I wasn't aware of that. While the building was burning they 

were doing that? 

S: Well, see, they had put it out. It was on a Sunday night and 

the building was still smoking. There was a bunch of them out 

there beating drums and marching and a whooping and a hollering. 

T: Well, I didn't hear about it till the next day. I don't know 

why. Till it had been put out. And I live right near there. 

But I didn't hear that. I don't know. I must have really 

been sleeping that night. Could have been out of town part of 
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the day. What did this say to you? just showing them-

selves or what, what reason do you think they did this? 

S: Well, they thought they were doing something big. They ~hought 

they were 

burnt. 

saving Old Main, which Old Main had already 

T: Did they seem to think it was a victory celebration or what? 

S: I don't know what they thought it was. But to me it was wrong. 

T: Yeah. What in your mind everybody has an opinion, I guess it's 

all we can have really because it's just a ~ig question mark, 

I don't think anything officially has ever been established, what 

do you think, or who, or what group do you think it was involved 

in the burning of Old Main? 

an opinion, you probably, 

If you have, you know, if you:have 

I guess , '1 /1~ /1 Ct { f .fh, J ll/-e S t'/ 1.-n,,_,,YJ f?t1..t( 

wonder why in the world would anybody want to do thiat and, 

you know, you come up with some, some reason within your 

mind, true or otherwise, but it's your opinion that we want 

you see. So it's not, can't be a right or wrong answer ••• 

S: I hadn '_t- got the slightest idea. 

T: In other words it's just a big question 

S: It's just a big question, and I can't answer it. 

T: Well, I think xhat's the general feeling of everybody. I know 

I think about well, why would an Indian do it after we fought 

so hard to try and keep it and then •••• 

S: Right. Well, what reason would a white man have to do it? 

He wouldn't have any whatsoever. 
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T: That's right. It seemed to be ••• someone said they thought 

that if an Indian or maybe even a white man burned it or had 

some part in it that they was proably paid .. a good price. 

S: They had to be ••• 

T: Something like that could have been. 

S: ••• if it was. 
there are 

T: We speculate on it, but you really don't know. We know/ such 

things as arsons, that people just like to see fire and ••• 

S: Right. 

T: It's hard to ••• I don't think the police even if they had any 

information, they're certainly keeping it secret. Did you 

feel fhat the building was worth saving? 
sb bvr\"'\+-

it :.,;A, I. down? 

Did you want to see 

S: No, ma'am, it would have been nice if Old Main could have been 

saved, ·but the condition that building was in there's no way 

he could have been saved. 

T: In other words you don't think it's worth all the bother and the 

trouble,people getting so hot and so on, and the money tha\t's 

going to take to restore it ••• ? 

S: It wou1d have been nice, but, you know, if they could have built 

one~ just like it, you know. But why should they save 

that one in the shape it was in? I mean, I'd like to see one 

just like it there, you know what I mean. 

T: In other words, just tear it down and rebuild it the same style1 

S: Right, ri'ght. 



LUM'>l47A 

12 

S: But the way it was ••• termites had eat it, it was rotted. How 

could you wave something like that? 

T: Um, huh, I understand what you're •••• it's more expensive, I guess 

probably~ than it would be to b~d. it, from the very 

beginning. So long as i.t w looked the same. 

S: Well, th.ey'd ah.ad to torn it down anyway to rebuild it 'cause 
. ·,r- .. 

they couldn't, th.ey might could have saved the front part but 

. ,that would have probably been all. 

T: No" aoubt': Maybe use some of the bricks, I think they'd use old 

bricks and all. 

S: Yeah. 

T: How do you feel as a woman, you know, women's lib is on the 

scene now. Do you feel as a woman you're being, and particularly 

an Indian ,,~ woman, that, have you ever felt discrimination since 

you've, have you lived here all your life? 

S:· Ye~, ma'am. 

T: And,you went to school,:where did you go to school? 

S: At Pembroke High. 

T: In.your experience in growing up, we'd like to get these things, 

you know, out in the open, how people, you know, really feel. 

Sometimes we bury them, and I can see it's not always good to 

dwell on them, but it's good for people to know how other 

people feel about it, if they was hurt or what was ••• can you 

remeni!>er any time during your growing up when you felt you were 

disc~iminated against? First of all maybe because you were 
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an Indian or.maybe if you went out of the area say, Lumberton 

on ·r,(?"~i (7Y'"I or somewhere, or Red Springs~Cl/V1t/ OC;C, • ~anywhere? 
l r J · 

S: No, ma'am. 

T: You never felt any discrimination whatsoevEr? 

S: Not that I remember. 

T: Have you ever felt any recently, eveu today1 

S: 

T: 

s: 

Um, huh. (no.) 

{j,t n c.Lec<,,.-\ -:J ) . 
I'm a type of person like this. I try to treat the other person 

regardless whether he's white, black or brown, as I would have 

them treating me, you know? 

T: Um, huh. 

S: Just like if one walks in the store I'll say, well, good morning, 

you know? I don't care who he is or where he comes from. But 

T: 

S: 

I'll be nice to anybody as long as they be nice to me. You 

know. +,'ve) 

~ /2 l,f J/i ft rr;i ve and take in other words. 

Right. Well, people ought to stop and chink, God could have 

made us white or God could have made us black. We're all 

equal in his eyesight. 

T: Tliat's right. Well, I've often said people who get so up in 

arms about what kind of blood we got in us, be it red or black 

or white or whatever, that this woman said, she says, it don't 

matter what you are, you still got red blood. 

S: [i?I( ;i:- ! 
T: But there's not much good to get upset about it 'cause there's 
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not much you can do about it. 

S: Sure is not. 

T: I think, do you feel proud to be an Indian? 

S: Yes, ma'am. 

T: ••• couldn't help from, you know, there might have been a time 

when, do you think in your growing up, uh, there might have 

been a time when you wouldn't have said that as readily, do 

you think? 

S: Uh, huh. (no.) 

T: You've always felt proud to .M'.L, 

S: I've always £let proud to be an Indian. And always will. 

T: Well, that's great. I know some people have felt that it's, they've 

been discriminated against because they are Indian and maybe~is 

is why you have this bright, shiny smile all the time, When you 

come in you can tell a person's attitude sometimes by the, you 

know, just their countenance, the way they look. How do you 

feel about your children, do r you feel they get fair treat-

ment in school since, ••• excuse me, they're integrated with 

the different races? 

S: As long, I don't care if they're in a classroom with white, 

black, or whathaveyou, as long as they're, you know, treated 

equal. You know, don't treat, let's say the white child better 

than the Indian child, or the Indian child better ••• they all 

should be treated equal. You know, the same opportunities and 

everything. 
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T: Were your children yonng enough when integration came along, 

does it bother them much? Do you remember anything they said 

about ••• 

S: They didn't 

T: ••• a black child, maybe or a white child or some~ng. 

S: They didn't pay it any mind. They were too yonng. 

T: I think they'd take it if parents sometimes would stand back 

out of the way. They could handle 

could. 

it a lot better than we 

S: Yes, ma'am. That's right. 

T: 'Cause they don't ••• after while don't see it like we do some

times, or make as much out of it. Let's see, some of the laws 

that's in the making now, abortion, for one, it's been legalized 

in some states. I don't think it's been How -----------
would you feel about this person as a woman? Do you think 

abortion ought to be legalized? 

S: No, ma'am. I look at it this way. If a girl can get out and 

get a baby, she can have it and look after it. If she has 

an abortion if she gets rid of that child she'll die and go 

to hell. That . baby did not ask to be got here, dd.d not ask 

to be :'_ brought into this world. And it's against the law; it 

may not be against the~laws of the land but it's against 

God Almighty's will. And I do not believe in it. 

T: A It's a matter of religion, right? 

S: Right. I just don't believe in it. 
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T: Many people have said they thought women should be able to 

choose the destinies of their own bodies, do you feel that 

if a woman maybe to have a child would cause her some evil 

ill effects to her health or something that it could be justified 

ever? 

S: Well, if it was a matter of her life or the baby's life, you 

know, it just depended on it, I would say go ahead, but that 

is the only way -- a matter of life or death. 

T: How long now have you been married? 

S: Almost nine years. 

T: Almost nine years. So you 

don't you? 

pretty well no what it's all about, 

S: Yes, ma'am. 

T: You know the young people today talk about trial marriages and 

you have children coming up, and Lord knows, the times change 

so much, we don't what it!,s going to be like when · they start 
it 

dating and so on. But from the way you see/and what we know 

about it today which seems sometimes it's very little and it's 

like the kids say that trial marriages is the thing, that 

nobody, you know, really gains by divorce. How do you see 

that? ,You get all kind of argu~ments, in other words, it's 

sort of like a license, getting a\icense, or driver's permit, 

you know, you say, well, you get a license to have a trial 

marriage for a certain number of months and if it doesn't 

work out, you just go separate ways or something like that. 
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Would you see that this could benefit society or would it tear 

it down any? 

S: In a way I think it would. In a way I think it wouldn't. 

T: You think it would benefit and would not.? 

S: Right. 'Cause a lot ••• 

T: Why do you think it would? 

S: Well, a lot that would benefit by it maybe if they would stay 
say, for 

together/six months, you know. Maybe they could go on for the 

rest of their lives, you know. Be happy and stay together. 

T: anything like living with them, you can be around them 

all the time S<it-7/lJ i-f~1 , but it's different from living with 

them. 
if 

S: Right. And then on the other hand, maybe if they, well,/! 

T: 

S: 

T: 

S: 

T: 

S: 

stayed with this man, say, three months, well, I can't get 

along with him. 

Personality difference. 

Right. 

It's not to say you're wrong, or he's wrong, ••• 

Right. 

You might be different. 

And ~ , you could get up and go on as long as there 

was no kids involved. But as long as a child was out of the 

picture, he'll be fine and well. But I don't think it would 

be worth it to bring a child, say you stay with a man say, six 

months, nine months or a year on a trial basis, you get pregnant 



LUM 147A 

18 

and have a baby. You're destroying that baby's life. 'Cause 

? ? he'll say, well, where's my father. Where's my mother. See, 

I lived through that with my son. He'd look at me ~ ~ lvAS 

asking me about his father. In which I wasn't even married to 

him. 

T: You wasn't married to his father? 

s: Right. 

T: Did you at that tim~ and this is interesting because we dis-

cussed it before and it takes a lot of courage and it says 

some~ng 

very wise 

'tY\~ 
about your character, too. You've t grown -::tfi a 

woman. To be able to discuss it openly and ) M w.eJ,; /e,(7-1') 
jp vt~ 

) 
You know, without shame. 

S: Right. 

T: 'Cause really the child is something to be proud of. 

S: ~urc tu\/\ h~'tneyl 

T: And you wouldn't take any ••• ? 

S: I wouldn't take a million dollars for him. 

T: How did you feel when it first happened? Did you feel scorned 

from ••• did you get scorn from parents or people around you? 

S: No, ma'am, no ma'am. 

T: How was this handled in your family? 

S: My mother was so happy. See, I was the only child. Well, I 

had been dating this boy for three years when I got pregnant. 

When the doctors told me I was so happy, I cried. I went 
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and I told my mother and she cried. It was just, it was some

thing of joy, you know, ( of happiness, something that was part 

of me that was coming into the world. And she would have a 

grandchild. 

T: Well, now what about marriage? Did you think of marriage with 

this child's father? 

S: No.I'll tell you why. When I told him I was pregnant that was 

in October, no, November~· -·we~hhd planned to oe married in 

March. And he looked at me that night. He said, if you ever 

intend to marry me, you better do something about it. I looked 

at him, I said, let me tell you something now. I said, I love 

you more than God hisself, I said, but my baby comes first. 

Goodbye. 

T: In other words, he wanted, in order to marry you, he'd give 

you an ultimatum and said either get rid of the child or 

S: That was 

T: In other words it would be an abortion. 

S: That was the understanding that I got from him. 

T: Did you ••• have you ever had contact, or has he ever helped 

with the child's support? 

S: Yes, ma'am, he supported him up until about two years ago. We 

settled it in court. And he had denied him up until two i 

years ago, too. 

T: So you went to court. And did you release him, in other words? 

S: I told him if he never wanted to give him another cent I 

had won my battle. He knew then for sure that child was his. 
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T: Well, is there any likeness there? Can you tell? 

S: Yes, ma'am. 'fhere usually is, seems like. Seems like in people 

who want to deny their children they'll always come out looking 

just like a carbon copy of them almost. 

T: That's right. 

T: I think that's an interesting story and one that certainly 

is strengthening. 'Cause many, I think, young girls, do find 

themselves in this plight. Especially this day and age. We 

say we live in a liberal age wehre there's, you know, free 

love and sex and this kind of thing. How do you feel? Evi-

dently you were not against, too much against pre-~rital 

sex. And I've heard people say that they would never marry 

a man until they've had sex with him because this is not all 

of marriage, but it is a big thing. 

S: Right. 

T: How did . you feel along these lines? You've had some ~ ••• 

S: Well, then, see that was my first love. And I loved the dirt 

T: 

he walked on. Well, even after the baby was born I married 

my husband when he was about eighteeen or nineteen months(;>//. 
if 

And I guess it's just,/you love somebody you want to be with 

them. 

Right. 

You know. 

})Oi~~bt"l) 
You want to be as close asf ~---las humanly possible. 

This ••• you're talking about your first child's ••• your 

first love? In other words, it was just a feeling. To you it 

wasn't a feeling whether it was wright or wrong, it was just 
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feeling that you, that it was right to be with the one that you 

loved? 

S: Right. 
o,v.. l 

T: VNow did you run into any hardship in your marriage,in your 

present husband accepting this child by, that you had with 

another man? Did you, could you detect any, you know, feelings 

that, I don't know, maybe resentment or jealousy or ••• sort 

of hard to label. 

S: Yes. Many times. I have experienced this because I have a 

stepfather. My son's got a stepfather. Any time a stepfather 

is involved he will never be as close to that child as 

he should be. Now like he and the little girl there's as 

much difference the way he treats them as day and night. 

But me, when I do for one I do for them both. When I buy for 

one, I buy for them both. It's just there ... ,. I don't know., •.. 

It's not that he hates the child, you know, just he ••• well, 

you just sit back and see the difference. Or I can. 

T: Not include him a lot of times and this sort of thing. 

S: He don't, he don't pay it no mind. He just goes off. As long 

as Mamma's there, he's okay. 

T: And how old did you say he is? 
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S: He's ten. 

T: Does he know that this is not his real father? 

S: Yes. 

T: And how old was he when you told him? 

S: I didn't, tell him. Someone else told him. 

T: By mistake? Did you want it told ••• ? 

S: No, I always said that he would always know who his father was 

and he would be taught to love his father. 

T: But you wanted to do it, you felt at the right time maybe? 

S: Um, huh. 

T: What happened? Some mouthy person ••• 

S: Honey, people from the time he was big-enough to sit alone told 

him who his father was. He was, just growed up and, you know, 

T: 

people telling him. .J,f. ,
5 I e,f-tr..~ t1 s tl YCJV' J ,1 ( ,) 

If I 1----- if I get too personal 
7 

S: Honey, ({ .S /c_ t<. W f,_,vJ-
T: You just tell me because I don't want ••• sometimes you can 

say I'd rather not conunent on it. But have you had any 

oceasion to see the child's father since? I mean, just in pass

ing on the street or how do you feel about him as a person 

today? If you had to say, maybe just socialize with him in 

a group ? 

S: I could. 

T: You ~ld. 

S: But it was something I had to learn to live with. It took me a 

long time but I finally overcome it. I can talk to him. I 
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can and pass him and i wave at him. And it doesn't bother me. 

But yet, now if he was, you know, if he was around me a lot, 

you know, and I'd get attached to him again, it would start 

all over again. 

T: Well, has he since been married or have any changes taken place 

in his life? 

S: 

T: 

S: 

T: 

-~Yes, yes. He has been married and divorc?d. 

. t 1.1 f1,..1J- o f {,vt rH • " , .. • 
Was any children -~t._ ____ ? 

No, ma'am. 

So actually the child you had for him was the only child 

that he has? 

S: That's the only c~ild that he has. 

T: And he denied him up until 

S: He denied him up until two years ago. 

T: So maybe that says· that he's made some progress perhaps, you 

know. 

S: He still acts as thought he has never been born. He'll speak 

to him, but as far as coming to get him and take him places 

and do things for him, no ma'am. He don't do it. 

T: Does your present husband ever say anything abput you know, -ce 1 /-
1 •• 1 .C 'i J 1),- 11e rcs~r, '11n, ,f .. ,\f'A) (i L!~ rol/c ,, , 

maybe like supporting the child 1/i-' ' . ? -f"/\ ( J ? 
S: Well, '. the last time were in court together the only thing 

Joseph said about it, he said, · ·' fed him eight years. He 

said, we can go on feeding , him the rest of his life. He 

said, we didn't have to have his money, you know. 
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T: Now Joseph is the name of your husband? 

S: Right. 

T: OkayT I believe you said you were a Locklear, right? 

S: Right. 

T: Before you married. Who was your mother and father? 

S: My mother was Mary Lee Clark arid my father was Percy Locklear. 

T: Percy Locklear. 

S: The name "Clark" is, it's in Pembroke, I hear it quite a bit. 

Is it ••• do you know if 

it l<,~&ef, / ;let 1ttPt;;st 

on? 

it's an Indian name}associate"r ts 

Colony name~ I (JI/., rfy )that it took 
I 

S: To tell you the truth, I don't know 'cause my grandfather was 

a Clark on my mother's side. 

T: Um, huh. 

S: And his father was ••• I just, I dnn't know. 

T: The reason I asked some people maintain that Lumbees, or Indians 

you know, within this area as a group, came from the Lost Colony. 

S: Um, huh. 

T: I'm sure you heard that theory. Do you agree with that? How, 

what's your feeling on that? It's history. Its something 

maybe that we won't ever know for, you know, for sure, but 

there's pretty good evidence points toward that. 

S: Well, I can't say because I don't know, you know. It's possible, 

yes. 

T: Well, I think there's been some research and Mr. Adolph Dial ••• 
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T: 

? 
Um, huh.,•• ' 0,,,, • 

.l..el1 . (\ ' 
0-Vi {J,C I. 11.C~ 1 . I think 
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he's writing a book and, is in the,,you 

know~ process of writing research or doing research in connection 

with this about ••• I don't know when it's to come out, it might 

be, you know, too far away. How did you feel about •· • • c you went 

to an all-Indian school, right? 

S: Um, huh. 

T: Did you have all Indian teachers? 

S: Yes, as far as I can remember, yes. 

T: Integration came along with your children, right? -
S: Right. Right before they started, right before they started. 

T: Did you like most people at first try to keep it from happening 

within your own mind? Did you resent the change at first? 

Some people did, but then they realized like, I think you sai~
4 

..L ... (<:"CCP -I I\..~ 
they realized they were going to have to integrate~coilege 

over here; there's just not enough Indian students enrolled to 

support the • ,~-,_ 

S:, 1,Right.111 .r\--
tl f V\ C7 \,d'l 

T: ••• the ___ • 111 Were you for that or against it? People 

from outside come in. 

S: Well, honey, as long as they can get an education, where and how they 

do it, it's fine with me. Something like that you can't take it 

away from a person, you know, it wouldn't be -··. right. 'fhis, 

this would deny him his rights~ You know. Why shouldn't they 

have a right up here? I mean I hadn't got a thing against 
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white, black or nobody else. I mean, I just, I can't help it. 

I'm just that way. If they want to put my child in a class with 

colored children, it's fine with me. Just so they treat them 

both alike. 

T: Something to be learned from all •••• 

S: Well, sure. 

T: Well, I agree with you, too. I've always said if we could appreciate 

the differences,because after all, we're all people, and 

S: Right. 

T: ••• we're alike in so many ways ••• 

S: Right. 

T: • • • ways we don't even want to admit ~ometimes. 

S: There you go. 

T: And yet we do, there is a differences. And I think if we're all 

S: 

T: 

alike, it would be such a boring world, wouldn't it? Thank 

goodness we're a little bit different in li~tle ways, anyway. 

Sometimes little ways ••• ~ J -}i;,!k}seems like it's 
) 

little things that get us crossed up now and then. 

Let's see, there's one or two other things I wanted to 

mention. I can't .•• bring them to mind 'ffe)ght ; . now. How 

do you feel about, you know, who should have the say1 Do 

you think the father should be the head of the 

should it be on an equal ••• ? 

house or 

If he's any father at all, he will be the head of the house. 
r--&spevr 

Or a husband. Would you, would you ____ ••• or is it this 
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way in your home·~ would you say'? Or is it sort of half and 

half? 

S: Well, I help him t'ay the bills, _,..., :1 he helps me pay the bills. 

You know. I guess you could say about half and half. You know. 

T: Yeah. Well, it almost takes· two now •••• 

S: It's got to take two, honey, er you won't make it. 

T: ,,,,With prices going up and up more so every day. What do you think 

is the hardest thing on the family today? A lot of people say our 

S: 

family, the thing of the family unit is going out of style 

so to speak, or out I of structure. And that families are the 

backbones of the nation. Well, we see this in divorces, and 

some people don't even bother about the marriage part of it, 

this kind of thing, but waht's the hardest thing in your mind? 

And everybody's got a different answer. It's, it's, I don't think 

it's probably right or wrong. What the hardest thing to keep, you know, 

the family structure together? 

present family. 

Think of your own little 

WEll, there's only one way this can be done. That, say, 

I mean just keep it together, and keep it perfect. That both 

he and she if they're Christian people knew how to budget 

everything just right, you kn ow. 
V 

T: Yeah. You're saying religion and money 

S: 

T: 

Right. If they have a nice inco,e, you know. 

I ·"" .vi L I),. ij (a.l'al1S At least giveer•1 ,,,€ttl, wtlc{'. - • 

S: Right. And just, like going to church and I'll tell you another 
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thing that help keeps the family together is doing things 

togetherness. 

T: Go on with that a little more. 

S: Not letting one go one way, the other one go the other way. 

T: He goes fishing and she takes the kids and goes swinnning and 

that kind of thing. 

S: Right. They should do it together. Take those kids places to

gether. Don't send them. Go with them. 

T: Do you agree with this in the sense of going to church? 

S: There you go. Don't send the kids. Get out and go with the 

kids. 

T: You say the whole familyS"/2ov.. ( R.g-o ? 
S: The whole family should go. 

being 
T: If it's not/·: too personal--what is your religion? How do 

S: 

T: 

you, or what do you affiliate with ••• ? 

I tell you, just like a told the preacher last night, no, 

excuse me, night before last. They say, well, why don't you 

come to church? Who don't you join the church? I said, "Jerry," 

i said, "I don't claim to be no Ch/ristian," I said, "but I'm 
~tV\ 

as good as alot of~ hypocrites sittin' up over there 

in that church." I said, "They.~re going back1 claiming, they' re 

something which they' re not." r:,said, "I'm just ot1;t here 

minding my own business." I ·said, "I'm not C(Ctil,\'I t'\jI'm f'O /'I 
15 O 

-----,IJ> 

Um, huh. : You believe in God, don't you? 



LUM 147 a 

29' 

S: Right. 

T: 

l llf''lC"''-

To what extent do you believe in Him? Is .V:Jpersonal . . . 1 •1. " 
. I n f / • tr' I ,< · ·L · [ ., S' om e 11' "'·; zii. v .... I /1,!>V/( , you know, <JI"' I t: 4J"' "'0 (' '"IV wors ,· rr') . (/-

17>keeping thi~gs going, or is it a personal '"cf -{1:J1Jp-..""--
(]Ay.( h~ r<, ~ ? In other words, woMld you be a person to 

JJ (~.fl , • , A /) i C i.t1 Ll"\ J: /\_,r-rf -I:- rH r, /; ::.. say, well, I felt the presence of God U/, ~ ""'CX1!, ------------
or something like this? Would that be a statement that you might 

want to make or is it maybe not quite that close or th~ 

l/. A I I ? 
1, lttt O _ • 'tr': • 

S: No, God is somebody or a person that you have to have faith 

in. 

T: Um, huh. In other words, you have to believe There's a God. 

S: You have to believe there is a God. And read the Bible. Just 

as He said. It's the only truth. The faith of a mustard seed. 

T: Um, huh. How did you feel about the decision maybe at that time 

but how do you feel about it now? Do you th4 that they ought 

to have prayer -·, in school though? You know the Supreme 

Court outlawed it because some woman said it was, she didn't 

believe in prayers, she didn't believe in God and she want 

the idea enforced on her children to believe something that 

the family didn't believe in, which was God, you know. So 

the Supreme Court then ruled that there would be no pra~ers 

in the schools as sucb How do you feel about that.? Do you 

think that we should give our children a Ch;ristian basis 
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-.::··" you know, 
as to prayer, at least/maybe have a Bible story and a little 

prayer? 

S: To me it would be fine, but there is so many other people who 

wouldn't approve. You know, Lik:.,well, they don't believe in God, 

they don't believe in this, they don't believe in that. But 

to me there would be nothing wrong with it. 

T: Um, huh. It would ••• 

S: Tell them a Bible story or something, you know. 

T: Yeah. 

S: 'Cause a child, you'v~ot to teach that child. 'Cause if you 

don't teach that child he'd never know. What if the parent 

well, don't teach my child. Don't pray to my child. Pray 

for ••• waht if the teacher said, well, I can't teach it to read, 

can't :teach it to write. 
in 

T: Well, maybe, hopefully, they're saying,/teaching them to read 

and write, that they can then in turn read the Word or the 

Bible story when they get a little older. 

S: Right, if they ever get old enough. they'll read it, and 

you know, be taught to read. 

T: Those that really want to learn it, I think sometimes, will 
learn 

get out, and you know, just /: it on their own. That some-

times it's harder for those that's held back. Do you 

think? as Indian people in this area)that we've been held 
, .t'>"' 1. ,,, /; ~/J ,! ,(~· 

t7\ v!J.i.:;C.l'tC,.::,..,, 
back in any way _______ ? 
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S: No, ma'am. 

T: You don't think we've been held back in any way? 

S: Well, it's possible, but I'm speaiing from my standpoint of 

view. A person has got to help his own self. He's got to J..t/ f 
self before anybody else can help him. 

T: There is a, getting back to the Biblical, the Lord will help 

S: 

those that help themselves. 

1-k:} W-l/1 ;they walk around here, they grumble about, well, we 

ain't got an Indian this, ain't got an Indian that. Well, 

why don't an Indian get up and go on to school and be an Indian 

this or Indian that? 

T: Get qualified. 

S: There you go. They can do it just as good as •••• 

T: What about the ones that gripes about the white man's_done 

us this, the white man's done us that and spends his day 

griping about what the white man has done to us, in other 

words? But I mean he knows the problem. It seems like he 

S: 

T: 

beyond to 
needs to go a litt~e/ what the solution is. I mean, do you 

think, what I'm asking, do you think a lot can be accomplished? 

I know history,in studying it you can't help but feel the 

Indian has been done wrong with the white man in the past, 

you know. . 1 , l1wtA 1!/~J i 
LI,.-;, l / P"IS I Dq . I Well, Jf/{,\.~ )Cl t-J-C , v I. 

r:.J I' 
But do you think that that helps us just to dwell on that 

and we not go forward; just looking back~ saying, well, 
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the white man's done this and the white man's done us_ 

wrong and he has • • · ' 

S: No, no, no, no. 

T: We're not going to get it unless we get out there and ••• 

S: There you go. 1£ you going to get out there and sweat and work 

for what you do, you don't get nothin'. I don't care whether 

you're white, black or brown. 

T: What about the, you know, the Tuscarooras are asking for their~ 

schools back. But in so asking they don't get any federal 

support. And what kind of schools would they have? 

S: They wouldn't have no schools. 

T: There's not that much money among them, it don't seem. They're 

r;<u:, -Yl, .~ ., r..; ..J.1 7L ? 
not that wealthy a people, are they? Do you~,:;,:::-, 71', ,,,~ v..::, j t,J"\ 4' 

S: No, ma'am. 

T: 

S: 

T: 

S: 

T: 

S: 

And do you see them as educated, in the sense that they have 
known as 

education and, 

education like 

Y,ou know, , know about what is/ formal 

/lti tJif\/ ~ school.? Would you say as 

many as ten or fifteen of them finished college? 

I seriously doubt it. 

I believe it was f1 <Vvi(.5. who said he got -lo ~ Jorn. ·,:] 
h.., f rs "'r J (I,~ OM /,',i,,_e Cl v «!(h J . 

He's as stupid as any of them. 

much got no common sense 9 

He's got no sense. 

Have you ever talked to him or 111 _ __._ _______ _ 
l+o,'\c,,{ , no, and I ain't going to·. 

t '1-
He (ttllT 
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I know some of them said they had just to see what it was like, 

you know. But I j~ wondered, you know, how, if you'd heard 

about it or heard him speak or anything. But you've known 

him in growing, up, I guess, and come in contact with him. 

S: My opinion of them people7-they're from out of the backwoods, 

they hadn't ever had 

no connnons1 sense. 

no educaton, they hadn't ever been taught 
what 

If they know w/ they want why don't 

they go at it in the right way instead of the wrong · way? 

Just like going down before the board of education, standing 

thereLJ;iooping and a hollering. That's stupidity. 
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