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I: This is April 20, 1973. I am in the Pembroke ABC store--the only ABC 

store in Pembroke. In many ways we feel proud of it. I am in the office 

of one of the employees here who is also a student at Pembroke State 

University. Sir, would you tell us your full name? 

G: Gregg Goins, G-o-i-n-s. 

I: And what is your address? 

G: Post Office Box 801, Pembroke. 

I: And your home is Pembroke, then, is it? 

G: I live about three miles out of town. 

I: Have you lived in this area most of your life? 

G: All my life. 

I: You understand, as I went to one of your classes last night, I think, 

that this is ••• something about this program? Do you identify with the 

Indian, and if so, what, uh, you know, what name or group is your iden

tification with if you have this •.• ? 

G: I guess I identify with the Robeson County Indians, no matter what the 

name. 

I: Robeson County, yeah. Well, I was wanting to get.~.to be more specific. 

Do you identify with the Lumbee, the Tuscarora, or what? Is there any 

faction there ••• ? 

G: The two groups combined as far as I'm concerned. They are the same. 
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I: 

G: 

They are combined. , 

They're all {relativelyJ the same people. They just want to use 

different names, &hat's what they' re gonna get ef:: . 
I: What do you see, um, the main difference in the two? The two groups 

lfDU 1 v-e.. s p~o fa. >"25--a -F;, 
c -== ymi-ea.rr=tmve Lumbee and Tuscarora _______ ? 

G: The only difference is just their opinion, because they're the same 

people. 
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I: Well, what is the difference in your opinion? This makes a great deal ••• 

G: 

I: 

sometimes a difference. What do you think? In your opinion, I'm 

speaking of. This is what we're seeking is your opinion and it doesn't 

have to be official, it doesn't have to be documented or ••• much of it is 

perhaps, hearsay, but at the same time it can be your opinion or your 

impression. It doesn't have to be bona fide and documented and post

scripted and this kind of thing. 

I don't really have much of an opinion. I just sit back and let 
-;;i__ 

things go on, you know,. and don't get involved. 

In other words, you wouldn't get involved if it came to it ••• I mean, if 

the pressure was put on you hard enough, would you get involved? 

G: Well, if I had to, I could get involved, but as long as I don't have to, 

I won't get involved. 

I: How do you feel about the group that's in Raleigh now? I understand 

from the news this morning that they were released from jail. Do you 

think that they are accomplishing anything to any major degree, or 

what do you feel is their purpose? I'm sure you have some opinion there. 

G: They're getting, you know, recognition, but that's about the only thing 

I can see. 
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I: And do you think recognition is important from an Indian standpoint? 

G: It helps. 

I: In what way does it help? 

G: Well, I'll have to think about that a little bit. 

I: Perhaps the American Indian has not been seen or recognized. Could it 

help ••• ? 

G: Well, he's 

I: Yeah. 

usually been invisible, especially around here. 

G: We have some Indians that ••• a lot of people don't think they are by 

their looks, but they're Indian. 

I: What would describe what an Indian is? Is it an attitude? I've talked 

to many white people and I've heard some Indian friends say, "Well, you 

could be an Indian if you wanted to," you know, talking to the whites, 

because they say, "Well, if you have more beliefs and more respect for 
,./ %D'' ,/ -"U)Jt1l;::;,-eo~r /.e',s b 2-l~ e fs..~' 

h 
If£) ll t,i._'0 "'v V 

our beliefs tan/- ,Y Is it an attitude, because we see ;~-------

many blacks supporting the Indian movement, and many whites. 

G: Well, it could be an attitude or maybe the culture. I 

heard one guy say it's what one believes himself to be. If somebody 

believes they're an Indian, they're an Indian, whether they look like 

it or not. 

I: And you hold that this thing of going and taking blood samples and 

determining how much Indian you are and this kind of thingJ----.====-

whether you're recognized as being able to get so much government 

assistance on this basis, of how much Indian you·, have in you? 

G: It might could determine who had ••• you know, who were more full-blooded 

Indians, but you got some that might be one-third but have been, you 
("-" D 

know, lived(~Indians all their life. You got some that are a 

3 
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hundred percent and lived as Indians all their life, and one's just as 

good as the other one. They have the same opinions, same people, even 

though they don't look alike. 
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I: Well, as we mentioned earlier, you are a student at Pembroke State Univer-

sity. What is your endeavor there? What do you want to do? 

G: I want to get a business degree. 

I: A business degree. What is your status now? Are you a freshman, senior, 

or what? 

G: I'm taking sophomore courses now, and I'll be taking junior courses next 

fall. 

I: Spell _:::yg_tl_J'.'.::last- AAIDe---:€or-us-

I: Goins. Are you married ••• ? 

G: Most people don't consider that an Indian name ••• very few Goins around 

here. 

I: Well, I've had occasion to come into contact with "1:~C,__c '\,?:Q,bp:(e., 
_I t Gl7 I)'< 

As you say, \ T 1(... "'-b 0-- 5- predominant.1:;< is Locklear/I OxendineJ. O I[ 

G: 

$0 V\H '4£, i1<-J, \, 1'k-t "-\-,e>s__oCl, 
·;t. 

~==---®1>.ut:-J~l-6-nOt.. 

I: Are you married, Mr. Goins? 

G: Well, I have been. I've been separated a year now. 

I: Do you have children? 

G: Three kids. 

I: Are you able to have contact with your kids? 

G: Yeah. 

I: And if I get too personal or anything, because I realize these things 
0-- ~ -t I\,' t ~t,-...-t1:~ 

are personal/ ::(w:ith youft:9:-.. Divorces and separations happen to the 
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best of people. I know, because I've experienced it in my family--had 

problems myself and in my innnediate family. What's the ages of these 

kids--your kids? 

G: The youngest is about five and a half, seven, and then eight--maybe 

eight ____ _ 

I: And what sex--how are they mixed? 

G: 
DV\.e... 

Two boys and, girl. 

I: Do you find the boys siding against the girl any? Have you seen. any 

evidence of this? You know, they say three ••• a triangle doesn't work 

&ood?/::. On this basis I'm asking the question _____ _ 

G: The boys _______ tend to _______ against her. 

I: Against her, and she's the baby, too. But does she look up to her 

brothers, or has she got to this point yet? How old is she? 

G: In a way she does. 

I: In a way. 

G: She's about five and a half. Pretty smart for her age. 

I: Does she attend kindergarten or anything? She's not school age ••• 

G: She has been old enough for kindergarten but she hasn't been enrolled. 

She will be this summer, maybe. 

I: Is your wife a local person? Is she from around here? 

G: Yes. 

I: Then, would she identify with the Lumbee or the Robeson County Indians 

as you identify it as such? 

G: Right. 

I: When you were with--if I'm fughtJ:,r•m gonna ask this--how long were 

G: 

I: 

you married before you, I mean, when the state of separation came? 

Well, we were together eight or nine years. 

Did you find that in your marriage, of the children, did it impose 

---------~---------------------------------~ 
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restrictions on the marriage, or did it help? 

G: Not really, because my parents kept the two oldest kids all the time. 

I: 

G: 

I: 

We only kept the baby, and as far as going out and buying clothes and 

food for them, I had no kids. We stayed right across the highway 

from each other so we seen the kids and the baby, but they wasn't any 

burden to us. 

Who is your mother and father? 
0 ~)'11.Cl'i'-

T i!'--O G • d Ma L G • om ____ oins an ry ee oins. 

You mentioned earlier as we talked--we didn't get it on tape--that you 

were adopted. Could you tell me how ;his came about? 

G: Well, my adopted mother was really my· second or third cousin, and 

why she adopted meef' • 
'7 

f) ,r V- -eA, i; 0 yt > • 
I: Under what conditions ..=..----th4:s- Was it economic conditions or 

6 

0 !'!D~ /t)L( _.,,,..,_ = just rather live ••• ? 
---~- °1~Pk /4,e_fo look a-Ft-e ,r llH.:) :Site L ro ~vt- ht -e0 ~/I.{ w a S 

G: Mainly. My mother (told me what happened?r=---when-she::::.W.as.:::pz::egnaftt, 

Sr~~d ·didn't have any means of support. 

I: I see. In your marriage, did you find that there was much discipline 

of the children that you took part in, or did you mainly leave it up 

to the grandparents and the wife? 

G: Well, it was kind of split between the three of us. 

I: So it was sort of a shared thing. 

G: Um-hnnn. &ffirmativJ 

I: About how often do you get to see your kids? 

G: 1--k~ the kids every weekend. I pick them up on Friday and keep them 

until Sunday night. Sometimes during the week I might go pick them up 

and keep them that day •. 

I: 
/./;t; th#.: .. '7'° 

Do you have helpAwith them, or do you do things with them alone? 

G: What are you referring to now? 
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I: Well, I mean they have certain physical needs as cooking and having 

enough to eat and this kind of thing--how do you manage this? 

G: Well, my wife keeps them when I don't have them. See, I'm living with 
'.'+I ) 

.1,v4,t, .u.4 J 

my parents, and when they spend the weekendA they eat there. 

I: I see. So you are living with your parents and they do help. They 

have contact with both sets of families. Okay, that's good. Do you 

anticipate living around here the rest of your life? Of course that's 

a long ways ••• you might get a good offer tomorrow and you might not 

G: 

I: 

G: 

,;---- -----
We 11, I kind of like it around here, wouldn't want to leave. 

You call this home. 

I stayed in California a couple of years, and I was glad to get away 

and glad to get back. 

I: What took you to California? 

G: The Navy. 

I: The Navy. How many years were you in the Navy? 

G: For two years, -bo....&- 'i 1t--

I: And all this time was in California? 

G: Um-hllDll. fffirmativ~ 

7 

I: Leaving this area and going to California, I'm sure you saw some differences 

in the style of life and living and so on ••• 

G: Quite a bit. 

I: Could you comment on this? How you found it to be, the adjustment 
' c:t--v-a.\ 1,1. \ i'--b"" 
:ft?!:· 9 , this kind of thing? 

G: Well, the big adjustment out in California would be my accent. Even 

\..,~ l 40 wll-etP 
though I .-was. :b-€.e.~1. 1 o-by my accent and by the way I talked, you 

know, nobody wanted to believe it. 

I: Wouldn't believe that you had~eal ••• 
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G: A high school education. 

I: Well, I can feel empathy for you here, I've had four years of college 

and it hasn't helped my accent much. I think when you're in a particular 

area, the speech patterns kind of catch on and they're hard to ••• you 

know, get rid of certain things that you consider ••• maybe it's not 

standard or proper English as such. What other things did you encounter 

that were different? Was it the fact that you were an Indian--was it 

for you or against you as you went into other areas where there were 

different races? 

G: Well, they have a lot of Mexicans out there, Mexicans and Indians, and 
\A..bl.D 

everybody's a little more used to seeing a lot of themn yeu know. They 

don't seem just quite as prejudiced. Now, when I went out west, they were ••• 

they still had little white and colored things here like, you know, rest 
.t...eMh\.~ 

rooms or movies. M?\ng here &ad going out west, you get •.• well, from 
ho. v-e.. 

here to Texas, the colored wouldAsit in the ~ack seat&¼' rear of the 

bus. I'd always just sit up front even though they might stare at me 

a bit, and wonder and try to figure out what I was. 

I: But you didn't get any static. No one ever said anything? 

G: No one ever said anything. ____ once you get out of Texas, all races 

sit together, but from here to Texas, all the colored men would sit in 

the back of the bus. 

I: This side of Texas, the southern side or part ••• ? 

G: Well, I forget what part--it's such a big place. When we were coming 

back, the same thing. When we were getting out of Texas, the colored 

moved to the back. I came back about '61. 

I 
I: 61. Even though the Civil Rights Bill had come in and everything, it 

still raln't been implemented as such ••• 
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G: not by a lot of things. They still had those colored --------
and white rest rooms. 

I: Did you resent this? What was your feeling? How did your reactions ••• 

if you can remember--try to recall. 

G: Well, I always resented it. You know, once you lose sight~ of 

Robeson County, most Indians are treated as white, you know, even back 

then. I've lived in Charlotte, and we were considered white, but around 

here you' re an Indian, ,and treated as colored, mostly. 

I: All right, do you feel that by living around here ••• what is it that holds 

Indians back? 

G: I think it's education more than being an Indian. Just education. 

I: Lack of it? 

G: Lack of it. 

I: Is it the generation before us, before you, that has dropped us down ••• 

kind of, you know, have we sort of inherited this attitude, or ••• ? 

G: Well, it's partly attitude?but mostly education. There's been a big 

change in the past, well, about thirteen years. Since I got out of high 

school there's been a big change ••• (in the amount of education I've 

had ••• ?) 

I: A change for the better for the Indians? 

G: Right, a change for the better because, you know, the more education 

the better things have to be. 

I: So you see that to do away with prejudice toward the Indian or to help 

the situation that education is the answer? Are you saying this? 

G: It helps. It might not be the complete answer. 

I: How did you get involved or how did you get into working this job 

here--alcohol beverage control? 
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G: Well, the three guys in charge of doing the hiring and I happen to be 

good friends. I asked them to do an application and talked to them and 

got the job. 

I: And what are your hours here? About how many hours ••• ? 

G: I work forty hours a week. 

I: Forty hours a week. And you carry ••• what is your school load? How 

G: many hours? 

G: I'm going full time now. Twelve hours. 

10 

I: Whew! That's pretty ••• do you find this pretty demanding on you as a ••• ? 

G: Well, I don't have any time off, don't seem like, b.esides Sunday. 

. d,cV\'t kr'\cw ',-f= 
I: Is there ever a time when you feel like you JUSt ••• you eetrt ree1l~ 

~o\~~e it or you kind of feel like you're getting a little'bit ragged 
~' 

around the edges, so to speak? 

G: Feel kind of ragged, but I always like to think positive, you know, 

instead of negative. 

I: You don't ever think in terms of "well, I don't believe I'm gonna make 

it"? 

G: Uh-uh, ~egativ~ that's the wrong thind to do. 

I: Then you're sure you're gonna complete four years, uh ••• ? 

G: As long as I work here and am able to go to school, I'll complete it. 

You know, I'm going under the G.I. Bill, and they pay too good not to 

go. 

I: Yeah. Well, that does help a lot when your income is supplemented. 

Do you find that by going to school that you have any financial dif

ficulty, you know, or strain on you? I mean, I'm not saying, perhaps, 

that you live high on the hog, but are you able to live comfortably 

without feeling too much strain? 
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G: Yeah, I live pretty good considering the amount of money I throw away 

on weekends. 

I: Well, we all have to have ••• what do you do £or recreation? I mean 

~for your own thing? 

G: Well, I don't have really any time now, besides,,you know, going out 

and having a few beers, go dancing a bit on weekends. That's the only 

thing I have time for. 

I: Where do you go dance? Where is a place to dance? 

G: Uh, Fayetteville, South Carolina. 

I: And what part of South Carolina? 

G: There's a couple of places, you know, where they have live bands and 

you can buy your beer there. There's no place around here where we 

can get beer legally. 

I: What is it about, uh ••• why is beer being held back in this county even 

though we have an ABC store here? They will not ••• so far beer has not 

come in. I know it's a matter of the legislature, but what is it? 

The people can control this if they ••• 

G: Yeah, You see, they had beer here about 

twenty-three years ago. This county, the whole countyd--..had beer. 

And th~y had a lot of, you know, shootings and fightings and killings, 

and they finally moved it out. 

I: Did they attribu"btthe killings and all to the beer? 
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G: Yes, and they've been afraid of beer ever since~-even though we've always 

had beer, you know, bootleg beer~-and they throwed beer out. 

I: Do you think the ABC store has eliminated some of the bootlegging of 

whiskey and so on? 

G: Yes, it has. 
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I: But do you still ........ aware that we,still have some bootlegging around and 

{\ 

that kind of thing here in the county? 

t-e\J 
G: Well, there's quite a .b.i.t.. I'm a, you know, basically a beer drinker. 

I know most all the bo~eggers. 

I: When you say bootlegger, is it beer or is it hard liquor as well--you 

know, I'm talking about whiskey, bourbon, this kind~of thing. 

G: Well, a lot of bootleggers, you know, sell what they call bonded liquor 

like we sell here, but there's not much white whiskey--you know, like 

they make out in the woods-~like there used to be. It's hard to find 

any of that, you know, like you could maybe five or ten years ago--you 

could get it anywhere~ Now that we have the ABC store you can come 

in and buy a pint cheaper than buying what they call rotgut. 

I: And it's not always •.• you know what you're getting isn't Clorox or 

battery acid or whatever. So you would be in favor definitely of 

alcohol beverage control:in most any place? 

G: Well, I'd have tof,that's why I'm working here. 

I: Well, sometimes we're, you know, liable to just put up with things maybe 

that we don't always go along with, but it is your conviction. Is this 

your conviction? 

G: Well, I have nothing against drinking, as long as people act right. You 

know, Indians have always had l\... V\.<V.'\J\.l.L of not acting right. 

I: Well, do you find that liquor or beer is a problem more for the Indian 

race than any other ••• ? 

G: No. 

I: ••• or is this ju-st, s6m~thing that's been attached to them;--you know the 

old, uh ••• what is the old adage? 

G: That!s something they get out of the movies. 

12 
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I: Crazy water and this kind of thing that the .•• 

G: People that have never known Indians, the only thing they know or have 

heard about is they 're mean and like to .drink and fight. ,%d·- }:' <?,U. e~~ 
u 

v\.Dt' :?\tl,,\f(j'~has respect _-h._.._,_,_'1_/,_-._•._.1_•~---· They think they like to drink· 

and fight. 

I: What kind of house do you live in? I mean ••• 

G: I had a mobile home, but I gave it to my wife--my ex-wifeT-and I live 

with my parents. 

I: to want to somebody with a comfortable ----- -------- ----
home? 

g'I/ 
G: Well, my parents have always been kind of at least average\upper-average 

income. My mother taught school for thirty, thirty-five years. 

I: Well, that I s interesting. My mother's retiring this year on thirty-nine 

years service. 

G: Mine retired about two years ago. 

I: And did we say what type of work your father does, or is he retired>too? 

G: Well, he's semi-retired now. You see, we have a service station and a 

caf~ combined. We've had ••• well, we've had it thirty years.or better. 

I: And where is this? 

G: About three miles out of town. 

I: What is it's name? 

G: --~---- Service Station. 

I: A small cafe, short orders, this kind of thing? 

G: Just a little ••• anything, any type food, sandwiches place. 

I: What direction is this in? I don't ••• 

G: About three miles west of Pembroke. You maybe heard of 

Stop?) 

(RuJy 1 s Rest 
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I: Yeah. 

G: That is the place. 

I: .That is the place? Now, where does Rudy's •.• how does it fit in ••• the 

relation ••• ? 

G: Well, he's always 
,. 

rented the cafe from us for the past twenty years, 

and off?) for twenty-five years. He's always been renting it. 

I: Is you mother's name Mary, did _you say? 

G: Right, Mary Lee. 

I: Mary Lee. I believe Mr. Barton, now, had an interview, or was supposed 

to have an interview with her. 

14 

(on 

I: 

They're cousins, he's my uncle. 

Is that right? Well, that's interesting. He~robably would be µappy to 

learn that you've given us an interview. I'm sure he'd appreciate it. 
be,-e,,\--

How do you feel about marijuana? You know it j's getting pros and cons 

and certain things. Could you see that it could be legalized in a way 

somehow that's controlled, like we have alcohol beverage control? In 

other words, you know, you have to be a certain age--what is the minimum 

age before you can come in here and buy 0b:'-sk-:@? 
G~ Right now, it's twenty-one for liquor and beer. But it'll be about 

eighteen~maybe sometime this year -------- ----
a matter of time. 

I: In other words, it's in the ••• 
~o~ho-\ 

G: The state {takes ca~ of it. 

It's just 

I: But it's in the making of the legislature, you know that'it's going to 

be lowered to eighteen? 

G: Most other states have already lowered it,to eighteen or nineteen. It's 

just a matter of time before they do it here. 
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I: Well, since you've been to California and these other places, you know, 

where people may be a little more liberal-thinking than in a small town .•• 

you know, people sometimes have a little more l\\.c;.,~J- "''ild. this kind 

of thing. How do you see marijuana as being legalized, and I'm sure 

you've talked to people without having, you know, direct experience 

with it yourself. Some maintain it's a,little more dangerous than 

alcohol, or not as dangerous. Could you see that.'it would be workable 

to legalize it more1 than it's not working nowr The way almost the 

police are trying to enforce unenforceable laws, so to speak. As we 

know, Prohibition didn't work 1so, how do you feel abouti'iiis? Do you· 

think it would be a good thing or a bad thing for society to legalize 

marijuana? 

G: All I know, you know, is what I've read or heard. I've never, you know, 

smoked any, and I guess my being my age •.• 

I: Did we establish your,age? How old are you? 

G: Thirty-one. 

I: Thirty-one. 

G: Now, if I were to be like some guy maybe young or something, I might try 

it, but I couldn't try it being on the job. I'd be fired if:_Ikgot!,near 

wliete anybody got caught with some --------
I: Right, it's hot now, but I was saying if it was legalized, would the •.• 

the law seems so harsh if a person is, you know, caught even,with a 

small amount of it. 

G: Well see, I can't see any use for it. 
,!I-_ 8ri 

I want. I~~ use for marijuana. 

Beer gives me as good a kick as 

I: How do you think it should be penaltied--stricter law enforcement, or what 

would you say? 
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G: Well, I can't say too much about it because I don't know anything about 

it, you know. I don't know the effects of it or how it makes you:·feel. 

16 

All I know is that I wouldn't want anything any stronger than beer myself. 

I: 

. ? 
'I\''-~\~"-~ , 

Did you say you had to )0i:"-t DY::: o, f-U,6C-DW-.~J o< ~o ft Any time you have to 

interrrupt I can ••• 

G: Well, I can, you know, keep my eye on it through the window here if it 

ever gets crowded. 

I: Okay. How do you find the rapport with the town and the college? Do you 

find that there is a relationship that is compatible, or is it just a little 

bit strained? How do you see this? 

G: I think it's compatible,~e so now than ten or twelve years ago. 

I: And what accounts for this, do you think--this 

compatible? 

G: Well, I think, you know, we're taught aboµt, you know, race relations. 
a;:!;- ,-e'--t e:(_\ 11\,\. e. 

2:::{I remember a- timeH when I started college, you didn 1 t have but a few 

white boys dating Indian girls~-and most of them, their parents wouldn't 

\ 
uJ~tL 

let a white guy come there or ~:'c'-\-\\.-t-\/,\., be., ~-R .f!'t,. 
1a white guy. But now, 

it's quite a bit different. 

I: How do you view this interracial dating and so on? 

G: I think people should do what they want to do. 

I: In other words, it'd be a matter of conscience up to the _____ person 

and how they feel. How do you feel about interracial marriages? 
S-t,._, ._uJ_ be 

Well, that~j~ up to the couple. If they want to get married, it's 
l' 

okay with me. 

I: Okay. We have much, you know, with women's lib and all this kind of thing, 

and some of the things that they're pushing for certainly affect men--if 

they want to think that it's hogwash or if they think it's a good thing o"r' not, 
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How do you feel about it? Is there any specific thing you can say that 

women seem to be pushing for that you think is a little bit ridiculous 

perhaps? 

G: Well, I don't thin~ women around here are, you know, really too involved 

in women's lib--not like they might be in, you know, in some larger places. 

I: Do you think they should be,perhaps, or not? Are you satisfied with the 

1lv-' way"women are? 

G: Well, ~-wasn't, you know, raised and taught that a woman's -------
got a certain place and a man's got a certain place. 

I: If your wife worked and, you know, you were living together and everything, 

and she worked and was helping contribute to the,-.you know, income and 
'1" u. -r o.-. .§ ,,.:, l ~ 

maintaining the home and so on, would you consider it beneath~ to help 

with housework, wash dishes, 

? -----
G: Not really, I think a guy should help out with work if his wife's working. 

He should help out with the homework, 

I: Well, this is certainly a compatible attitude, I think. 

G: Well, I'd rather, you know, be able to have a job where ~wife wouldn't 

have to work. 

I: Y6u'd rather that she be maintaining ••. 
1.0" t.ilv-'-

G: Stay home with the kids and keep house, that's what I~ rather. But it's 

hard now, you know, for a guy to make a living by himself. 

I: it's almost 

G: Unless you're a doctor or lawyer. 

I: Do you think your:wife would be happy in a situation if, you know, 

~) 

stay at home? There's some , '.: ~ this is what they want, and others ----
just find it very boring. In your particular circumstances, •• ? 
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G: I think the women that's been working for a few years might find it boring 

to have to quit work and _go back home. But I think that women that;have 

never, you know, had a job and had never ••• had always, you know, been around 

home there, keeping kids or something, they wouldn't mind it as much. 
~ 

··bxc..-v<.~ yvt-<. +o/ 1u.?-t e• r"'"''1.,t-<:., 
I: I ' 11 cut it .•••••.•••••••••••••••••.•.• • • · • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • 

I think to pick up, let's go .to another question still concerning -----
University. How do you feel the rapport between the students and the faculty? 

Are you able to talk to them, you know, feel that they're K,A d o-f 

1-0n your sideJ-'? I know that some ••• you can get this feeling or 

attitude sometimes in different ways. What's been your experience with this? 

G: Well, the way I'm going to schoolj.v'I don't spend any time on campus. I'm 

usually there go there for class and I'll go there right on time ------
and I leave, and I never spend any time on campus with any of the other 

students. 

I: When do you study, or are you the type of person that doesn't have to study? 

G: I don't do very much. 

I: You don't? 

G: I don't have any time. 

I: Well, how do you come out gradewise? Are you able to keep your average 

up at least on a passing basis? 

G: B's and C's so far. 

I: _T!ia,t.'.sipretty:.good. An~-you don't study any at all hardly? With forty 

hours ••• 

G: Well, I try to take classes·that don't, you know, have a lot of studying 

involved. 

I: I think I met you in a sociology class one time, ------------ Have 



LUM- lOlA 19 

you been taking this the whole semester? 

G: Yes. I took a course first semester, too, and this is the second semester 

now. 

I: Is this a requ·irement, that you take sociology courses, or is this something 

that you've chosen as an elective? 

G: Well, I had a ••• I signed up for a course back in 1960--I started going on 

my second year. 
\.-

to drop out.){By 

I went about four weeks 
- (, . - Vl_()_ij \1.0 

and quit
1 

CL\,\\{101~ 1- intention 

the way, I got an Fin everything. And I'm taking courses 

now that I got an Fin, so I take them over to cancel that F. ---
I: Why did you not officially drop out?: : Was it Ov,,\_< () v~v~\ 5J\..+ ? 

G: Well, at that time, I didn't know you had to. I wasn't ••• ! didn't t.t~l~e 

that I was coming back to school. I quit, you know, to join the Navy, 

and at that time I didn't think I would be coming back. 

I: Did you get advisement on this? Have you seen -------------
? 

G: Well, I didn't really talk to anyone. I just signed up for three courses 

and started back. 

I: You're taking sociology now, and what other courses? 

G: Psychology, English composition, and business law. 

I: What type of psychology are you taking . now? What course ______ ? 

G: It's just basic psychology. It~s my first psychology course. 

I: Probably be 101 then--Introduction ? -----------
G: Yes, it's Introduction. I can't remember the number. I just found out 

the second semester--the day when I got my report card--that I had gotten 

F's in everything that I had, you know, taken before I dropped out. I 

didn't know until the second semester. 

I; Did this put you on academic probation, as such? 
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G: Yes, after I got •.• I got my report card, it said I made three ____ ___, 

B's. It had on down below that I was.ineligible to return. I hadn't b__ 
~ <5-'0Yi\t.'o~d to tell me what all that meant. I had all those F's that I I d 

gotten for quitting. J,~~ I picked up three courses to take, 

you know, to cancel those F's. 

I: So you sort of did double work~ then, but did you find what y~u first 

took1 even though it was just a few weeks, that it was helpful, or had it 

all,escaped you? I mean, did you find that you retained any of it? That 

was over a long period of time ••• 

G: Well, I hadn't really been in school since 1960. I just started back 

last year. 

I: Did you find after being out of school a while that you went back with 

some apprehension or maybe anxiety? Did you feel. •• ? 

G: I was wondering, you know, if I'd be able to, you know, pass or everything. 

I: 

But I find it ••• I find that I can do better now that I'm older and, you 

know, really want to. At the time I was going, I didn't really care. 

I wouldn't re~lly ________ at my assignments, I'd just glance at 

them; 

V 
And .as a result you make probably better grades now~ harder subjects. 

G: I do quite a bit better now under harder subjects because I -----

I: 

know I need to., and I can see where I can benefit from it. But ---
just out of high school, I didn't lrealize~. 

~~· 
It seems this is a problem i1ith many people~-eve~\both sexes, girls and 

boys--to come right straight out of college and ••• because, again, most 

of them, you know, aren't 

G: Well, I was undecided. I didn't know what I wanted to major in or I 

didn't have any idea what I wanted to do. 
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I: Would you advocate that maybe everybody should take two years off to 

work or do something before they go to college? 

G: I think it helps to, uh ••• 

I: Do you think this ••• 

G: ••. you know, for a guy to get in service and come back and go. Because 

that way, he's more mature and Uncle Sam will pay his way. 

I: So, he benefits not only in maturity, but economically and monetarily 

as well. 

G: True. 

I: Do you think this is a good program under the G.I. Bill? 

G: 
.-\) 

I think it is. A lot,guys, you know, go back for the money, but if you 

go to school, you can't help but learn something. 

I: Do you enjoy learning? 

G: Well, I've always enjoyed school. I didn't quit because I didn't enjoy 

it. Well, -the first year I was passing, barely with C's and D's, and 

21 

the second year ••• well, I passed the first year, you know, I /2.,t&lf-'tt-t'.AJL~ 

s{~-'::,, Q}-cJ,\ , and the second year I found out was going 
(j 

to be a little bit harder. And I knew I'd have to study and I wasn't 

ready to study so I quit. 

I: Did you find ••• well, you just said you didn't study, but if (you had 

to?) , have your study habits improved--you know more now how to go 

about studying than before? 

G: W,ell, the way I study, I've always, you know, had the same study habits, 

but, now I'm willing to study as much as I need to. I'm not trying to 

make all A's, I just like to make B's and C's. Because when I'm working 

I don't have the time to spend studying. 

I: Do you feel that there's much pressure put on from outside forces or 
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G: 

within yourself to make a grade? You know, you have to make it to stay 

there. Once you were on academic probation, did you feel much pressure 

the next semester--"well, I've got to make it, you know, so I can stay 

in"? 

Well, not really, because I'm t:1y going 
$:;J,.oc~ 

to~ in my spare time 

and I got a pretty fair job. I don't really feel I have a, you know, 

great need to graduate now. When I got out of high school and was going, 

I was &nder,pre~sure then fr9mr my parents to make good. But now.I 

don't feel any pressure at all. If I make it, it's okay. If I don't 
.J:_ ..µ.\. ~ v .. ~t 

make it, it's okay. Since I!ve not been under pressure, t'm ~~b-ie 

1 1 M. olo \- ....._;: \::::. ~'t\-t 1. 
!_e ?? pe~r;-q ---r 

I: Well, that's true, too. Perhaps that might be why that suicide,research 

G: 

I: 

reports, is the second killer of college-age students--that they, you·· 

know, come right out of high school. 

A whole lot of pressure from their parents. 
- 0.,()'M -t 0..f.rv.)"' .u'[' 

And particularly, studies have been made--~------- and took blood 
lt-.so""'-.. 

samples ~Duke University--to determine disease patterns among the 

Lumbee people, and they noticed a lot of nervous disorders and this 

kind of thing. What would you say would contribute to this most? It's 
,{-be<+--~~ 

not only young·people, it's elderly people. Would iPdiao suppression ••• 

do you feel the Indian is held down? Certainly he has been, but is it ••• 

from your own standpoint, do you feel any bitterness toward the fact of 

your Indianness and how other people look at it? 

G: Well, I always thought that our suicide rate was lower than either white 

or colored ,(among th~ Indian population?) I think it's about one-

third here in Robeson County, you know, one-third white, black and Indian. 

,..,.. ,-. ?) 
I: Well, we all~ minority group. The Indian, I think, is in a minority 
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G: 

here in Robeson County. The blacks are a minority group, and also whites, 

so this is really a unique county. I'm told this by the politicians 

because they've, you know, taken the polls 

like that. Are you in any way politically 

I don't mess with politics any at all. 

I: You don't? 

G: Well, I've tried it a little, but not very much. 

I: Well, do you see the Robeson County Indians as a politically-minded group 

of people? 

G: Well, certain sections are.more politically-minded than, you know, some. 

I: How do you determine the sections? I mean •.• 
Cv Q,, 

(Chapel?-¥ , Pembroke, and ••• you might have to G: Oh, like .Prosp_e_ct_, 

-~-different sections, you know, \t~different names. 

I: How~r~ this group that we named--you know, that go by the 

name of Tuscarora--their behaviors and, you know, the way they're acting 

\1c 
now. As you understand it ••• you see~ .• what's your connnents on this? 

You know, they're a little more militant group than· the ones,perhaps1 

right 'in this local area, of most Robeson County .l. \A.A~ a.1A,': ~'{'✓e'~ 

view it? Is it a 
,r;J, l}_e,-,:;,, 

good thing~or a bad 

How do you see this? How do you 

or do you have mixed feelings? 

G: Well, I think we should have been militant back in '59 or '60, along 

there. -~~~---- ___________ southern whites and 

southern blacks, we should have been militant then. I think it's too 

late now for that. 

I: Do you see any signs now, of this nature? "Right on!" and this kind of 

thing? 

G: No, not unless ---~-- somebody just forgot to take down. 
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I: 

cJ .RJl) ,.J.. Uv-t- v\-0 l,v , ~ vv 

How do you . U when you see this kind of thing? Certainly 

there's discrimination. How did you learn to deal with this within your 

own self without feeling a terrible bitterness and resentment? 

G: It'd be kinda hard to describe. When you're young and your 

live right around here in the county, like Lumberton ----- -----
Maybe a black ~.,._...,....... _____ ••• 

I1 Then this is the only ones you saw oecause"this is where you were, that 

they were all over. 

around here have, you know, white and colored in ----
it. When it gets around here most Indians goes to white, or, you know, 

eat at all the places white people eat. 

I: In your estimation, what do you think ••• what is it that has brought the~ 

I don't know if it's the wrath or the opinions-that a lot of pe9ple have 

aoout Indians? About the fact that they.didn't at one time want you in 

their restaurant or they didn't want you to drink at their water fountain 

or use their rest room. It seems almost ridiculous and it's hard to com-

prehend that people could be so petty. What do you think, in your opinion, 

is the reason for this? 

G! Well, I think ••• well, not now, but back ten or fifteen years ago they con

sidered all Indians dumb, ignorant, stupid ••• 

I: Um-hmm, (as I said?) , it -------
G~ At one time I, well, I'd never known an educated colored person. So far 

as I knew, most of them were dumb, cause I'd never been around any. The 

ones I knew didn't have any education at all and, as far as I knew, all 

of them were like that. Of course, I knew that in some large cities you 

might have had some educat.ed ones. I didn't know any around here even though 
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Gt 

I: 

G: 

I: 

I knew there was some, but we didn't, you know, associate with each other. 

Well, what brought this revelation to you? 

I guess education and being able to get from around here--you know, to 

live somewhere else. I guess at one time, being around here, you had 

you. But I came from around here and found out things are different. 

You're just as good as anybody else. 

Would you think it would be a good thing for every Indian in Robeson 

County to sometime leave home and just go to another part ••• ? 

I think everybody should... worthwhile to travel a little bit. ---
And how, in your opinion, would you see this could be beneficial-to go 

out of the area and return? How would you view this? I understand it, 

but for the benefit .gf our listeners, how would you see that this would 

be beneficial? 

G: I think meeting people from all over the world--you know, live in the 

North, East, South, or West. You find out that essentially all people 

are alike, it's just the amount of education they have. I've met guys, 

you know, to assume by their conversation you might think they were 

college graduates. But really they were only in high school or tenth 

grade. (Well?) , you take a series of tests when you get in service, 

and on our tests I did a little better than average on some things. That's 

the only way they could tell I had an education. They couldn't tell by 

the way I talked. I'd never been ••• 

I: The speech patterns are not ••• we say that the way a person speaks, a lot 

of times you can judge that way ••• 

G:· They judge your education by the way you speak. 
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I: But we're recognizing now, I think, in the linguistic field and English 

and so on that a person's dialect ••• sometimes you identify them. That's 

part of their identity just as your eyes may be brown or blue or what

have-you. And we're recognizing that it's not always wrong, it may be just 

different, and dialects can be a beautiful thing. I believe that there's 

people that work with the Southern and Northern ••• 

G: Well, most people used to associate a Southern dialect with ignorance. 

I: But we're seeing more and more even in entertainers--Andy Griffith, and 

I can think of others--and people are coming out and speaking more in {+-.t 

behalf of the Indians. For instance, I didn't know Oral Roberts was an 

Indian until he had a special program for Indians. And Marlon Brando 

refused the ••• what was it? 

G: The Academy Award. 

I: Yeah. What was the reason he did that? Do you remember? 

G~ Well, he said 'l)3'\l'-l '\-D i-f"-t., 1 , I think there's some Indian 

'51.LV'I\ r:>c~_t\-t\~.Z. t-'~ 
out West. He was er \ · ~ with the Indians. 

I: And this is his way of saying that he disliked the treatment and he just dis

regarded the Academy Award. Did you find this hard to ••• did you admire 

him for this kind of action? 

G: Well, I don't guess the popularity, it didn't hurt him any. I mean a 

guy with his status could afford to turn down one, because he was already 

well-known and it didn't hurt him any. 

I: Just a minute, let me turn this . ........................................ . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Do you feel that people that are well-known like in the entertainment field 

Oft'-. 
and so on--the fact that they're coming out and saying, "I am~Indian"--that 
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this has made people that's so·called, you know, around the world the common 
-th ,:Hi !'Mt 

man. ~,in the entertainment business or something like this feel a sense of 

pride in the fact that they are Indian? 

G: Well, at one time 1the Indians didn't have a whole lot of pride about being 

an Indian, but I think it's quite a bit different now. 

I: It·.:seems· they are prideful people. I have observed a lot in this area, 

but do you ••• 

G: I think they've always had pride, but they might not really show it or 

act it. They've kept their pride kind of hidden. 

I: Why was this necessary, do you feel? To hide your pride? 

hurt, maybe,?) , or fear of i>e\,~huvt, rejection? 

G: That would be kind of hard to say. 

I: Well, maybe it wouldn't be any particular one thing, or could it be one 

of them? An accumulation, of things, or what? ? 

G: That would be hard to describe. 

I: 

G: 

You come to work at what time 

in the morning? 

G: Nine o'clock. 

I: And you work here how many hours a day? 

G; Well, it varys,. Monday through Saturday. I work nine and a half one day 

and maybe five another day. 

I: Do you take most of your classes at night? 

G: I take some at night and during the day. 

I: Well, when you have a class, what do you do? Just walk out for that~hour-

or whatever it takes, an hour and a half--and then come back in •• r 
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G: Well, I go to class two 

about four hours on one 

days a week, and those two days I'm not here but 
:ttj.111/ , 

of those days--t1,i\•tt-'d(f I'm off. (So there's re~lly no?) 

schedule to work with. 

I: Well, ive seen people buckle under a schedule like you have, and going off 

the deep end. But you don't seem rattled at all. You seem very calm, 

and evidently you must get enough sleep, because_after a while it does •.• 

G: Oh, it doesn't affect my sleep any. Just -~<~g~e_t_s_m_e_?~)- long hours. 

I: Yeah •. Do you feel the Navy helped prepare you for the schedule that you're 

carrying now.and maybe to where you're able to 
} 

••• ? 

G: No, not really •. 

I: Did you feel the Navy helped you in the maturing process at all? Or would 

you have matured on your own anyway within this period of time? 

G: I think the Navy and, you know, traveling--meeting other people. 

I: Sofat1'1J~'
4

3we can learn a lot from each other? 

G: Right. 

I: Each way, each person ••• 

G: People from different parts of the country and all over the world. 

I: ••• has something to offer. Well-now, I don't want you to think it would 

be, uh, be afraid of offending me or anything, I'd like to know what you 

think about this program. What was your reaction last night when I was 

talking to some of the people in the class? Were you impressed with 

the program, or did you think ••• ? 

G: Well, there are some things that are still kind of vague about it. 

I: 

G: 

What is that? I mean, what 

About how they will use the 

would code the material. 

do you want to know about? 
Ol\..Q o~"i-~~--t 

students talking about how they 
h 

6-44.,( 
I: It's vague to me, too, inasmuch

1 
- I felt the frustration because I 

l~----
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couldn't answer it all. You know, we agreed to talk ----------
(\1).. cl \,<\_ '-.\,,k 'f>\ -Ii' -._ ,, 1 \ ~i\ <! .:r. t-\ct 1)-t -h, f\ vtc( 

next time. :E didn't mean-t.o - those answers. ------- \ w\. ,; L ~ux 
I would like to be able, and I had (an appointment~ for today,to 

get a list of these answers and to send them to our director, Dr. Proctor, 

and have him just, you know, answer them on tape. 

G: Sounds like a pretty big job to me. 

I: Well, perhaps it is a big job, and anything that 5 worthwhile is a big job, 

I guess. Do you feel that the program is worthwhile? Do you think that 

it's contributing ••• I'm saying that it gets ••• the main aim is to get the 

story of the Indian across, how he feels about himself 

G: Well, you'd have to have a good ---------
I: How do you feel about having a major in Indian Studies,the way a person 

can major in business? You know, have --------
to major in Indian Studies. 

G: Well, I couldn't really see any advantage to having a major in Indian 

Studies unless you'd want to teach (an Indian?) or, you know, go to ----------
some reservation and teach. Now, you know, like you're gonna ••• 

I: But then every group of Indians, as all people, they're different. 

G: Right. 

I: Do you think the Lumbee has it quite as bad as the rest of the Indians-

I'm speaking of the ones on the reservation--because ••• 

G: Well, what I've heard, we're probably in better shape than all the other 

tribes, you know. I mean, you know, speaking of the ratio of the amount 

of people and everything. We probably have more educated p~ople and 

educated, you know, Indians in our tribe than some other tribes, you know. 

T: Though we don't live as a tribe, do we? We sort of just --------
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G: Everybody (that is?) lives around here. --------''--- You know, one 

of the main reasons why is this past three hundred years, maybe. 

I: But it is a grouping together when it comes to the issues and government, 

or the local government and '-~~\-iv ~ like that, the university. 

G: Sure. 

I: September 22 has been considered American Indian Day. Many people around 

here, you know, the community leaders and so on, would like to see this 

a national holiday. Can you see any benefit to this? Perhaps devote that 

day to your Indianness if you're in school, or maybe you'd talk about 

Indians and what it means, just sit down and think about it. 

G: You mean just a holiday for Indians alone and not for everybody? 

I: No, make it a national holiday for everybody, because understanding and 

realizing that the Indians were the first people here, and really we all 

are indebted to them as to our survival and so on. 

G: Well, I think it would make some of the other races a little, uh, a 

little more familiar and up to date with Indian problems, you know, 

trying to set aside a particular date. 

I: A day maybe for studying, 

thinking about, reading about ••• 

a group of people ------- ---------

G: Yeah, certain people never even think of an Indian unless they see one, or 

read about him. 

I: Yeah. And certainly there'd be publications, you know, coming out in 'Time, 

in the leading magazines about .•• to inform people and to say these kind of 

things. What I was thinking, not just sit down and say, "Well, I'm an 

Indian, I'm not going to do anything today," but I'm talking about some

thing constructive. Do you think, then, this would be a good thing to just 

make people aware of ••• ? 
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G: I think it would. 

I: Well, I realize you are a busy man, and you've made a wonderful interview ••• 

G: I wish I had more time. 

I: By the way, how is business? 

G: Always good. 

I: It's always good. Well, that's the way you want it, isn't it? 

G: Yeah. 

I: Sometimes, uh ••• what's the best seller now in alcoholic beverages? 

G: Nationally, it's Seagram's Seven. 

I: This is a bourbon? I don't ••• 

G: Yeah. 

I: Okay. 

G: But for this state it's Ancient Age. 

I: Ancient Age? 

---~- in America, most states 

I: Ancient Age is a ••• ? 

G: Bourbon. 

-~<~w_o_u_l_d_a_r_g_u_e_?~.>~- the best seller. 

I: It's a bourbon, too. I asked something about drinking before. You don't 

drink much of the hard liquor? 

G: Well, if I go to a party or with a friend, I have a drink, but if they've 

got a beer I'll, you know, stick with the beer sooner than have a drink. 

I: What's your kind of beer that you like best? 

G: Schlitz, best. 

I: -~--------- Well, I don't imagine you have too much time for 

parties, but perhaps with your schedule you do need to party once in a 



LlJX 101.A, 32 

while and forget about working and school. At this point, I want to 

thank you very much for your contribution itaking this tape and giving 

us this interview, and, uh ••• 

G: I'm glad I could help. 

I: And it will be a help. Perhaps your children and even you will be able to 

listen to it as we turn it back to our university here for the people of 

the community to use as they see fit. And again let me thank you and 

commend you. You are a remarkable person, I find. You must have a great 

deal of stamina and I want to commend you on this and encourage you to keep 

up the good work, because you seem to be a young man that has his feet well 

on the ground but knows where he's going. So for that I say thank you and 

I'd like to shake your hand. 

G~ Thank you. 
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