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Use by municipalities: The second ,largest juse of
ground water in both counties is for public supply. Twelve
million gallons are used daily for this purpose.. :The city
of Pensacola used an average of 10 mgd during 1959.- Other
public water supplies ar.e located at Milton, Jay, -Century,
Warrington, Gulf Breeze, and Ferry Pass.

The city of Pensacola and other local suppliers make
a practical use of the low mineral content of the ground
water. Because the raw ground water requires little treat-
ment, the water can be treated at the well site. Therefdre,
the wells can be drilled in the areas of need and the treated
water distributed from the well sites. Many public water
plants must pump the raw water to a central point where it
is treated and then distributed. Pensacola's method enables
the city to use smaller diameter distribution lines and to
space the wells farther apart. This wider spacing is good
practice because it eliminates the large cone of depression
caused by pumping closely spaced wells.

Use by agriculture: The amount of ground water used
for irrigation in both counties is small. Lawn and garden
irrigation accounts for most of the water used for irrigation.
Probably not more than 10 large-capacity wells have--ben
drilled in this area for irrigation. The need for irrigation
water is not great-because rainfall is fairly abundant during
the growing season.

The amount of water available far exceeds the quantity
needed for irrigation, especially in the'northern half of the
counties. In many places, part of the water used forirri-
gationpercolates downward to rechargethe sand-and-gravel
aquifer at the point where it was pumped.

Supplies for domestic use: A sufficient quantity -of

ground water for domestic use can be obtained by wells
almost any place in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties. Wells
in the area are usually less than 150 feet deep;, ?'ahd many
are less than 100 feet.deep. The wells are screenedl in the
permeable sand or gravel. The pernmeble zones:;iinwhich
the screens are set, are located by inspection of the drill
cuttings while the well is being drilled.


