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Yellow River Basin

The headwaters of the Yellow River are in southern
Alabama, north of Andalusia and Opp. The river flows in a
southerly direction, entering Okaloosa County, Florida,
north of Crestview. South of Crestview, it receives the flow
from Shoal River, its largest tributary, turns southwestward,
and enters Santa Rosa County near Holt. From Holt it flows
southwestward and into Blackwater Bay.

The Yellow River drains 1,365 square miles, of which
only 115 are in Santa Rosa County. Although the percentage
of the basin in Santa Rosa County is small, the river exerts
a major influence on the area. The average flow entering
Blackwater Bay from the Yellow River basin is about 2,500 cfs.
This is the second largest flow in the two-county area; the
flow of Escambia River is the largest. Tides from the Gulf
of Mexico affect the flow in a large part of the 19-mile reach
of channel in Santa Rosa County. The main channel winds
through a heavily wooded, swampy, flood plain about 2 miles
wide. Several estuarine channels extend into the flood plain
from Blackwater Bay. From the Okaloosa County line to the
mouth there are several cutoff channels that leave the main
channel and re-enter farther downstream.

The tributary streams located in Santa Rosa County
are small and have exceedingly steepbanks. Their channels
have the appearance of gullies that were cut back into the
land by water flowing in from the upper end. Some of the
channels have been cut down as much as 80 feet below the
adjacent land surface. Most of the flow in these streams is
from springs.

GROUND WATER

Principles of Occurrence

Ground water is the subsurface water in the zone of
saturation, the zone in which all pore spaces are filled with
water under pressure greater than atmospheric. Ground
water is derived almost entirelyfrom precipitation. Part of


