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Blackwater River Basin

The headwaters of Blackwater River are in southern
Alabama, north of Bradley. The river enters Florida north
of Baker, flows across the northwestern corner of Okaloosa
County, and winds southward along the Santa Rosa-Okaloosa
county line for a distance of about 4 miles. At Bryant Bridge,
about 3 miles west of Holt, it turns tothe southwest and flows
toward Milton, receiving the flow from Big Coldwater River
and Big Juniper Creek on its way. At Milton it turns south-
ward and flows into Blackwater Bay.

The shape of the Blackwater River basin and the pattern
of drainage are similar to those of the Escambia River basin,
in that the main channel parallels the eastern and southern
edge of the basin and all major tributaries enter from the
north. The basin is well dissected by tortuous stream
channels that wind their way through a thick forest of pine
and juniper trees. Except during floods, the water is clear
and almost colorless and flows in clean channels of sand and
gravel. The quality of the water throughout the basin is
excellent, the mineral content ranging from only 11 to 26
ppm. Most of the land within the basin is covered by pine
forests, but some is used for row-crop farming.

The following discussion of streamflow is bytributary
basins, proceeding upstream in the following order: Pond
Creek, Big Coldwater River, Big Juniper Creek, and upper
Blackwater River.

Pond Creek's entire drainage area of 92 square miles
lies within Santa Rosa County. The creekflows in a southerly
direction and empties into the Blackwater River just south of
Milton. The basin has an elongated shape with relatively
short tributaries that drain directly from the steep hills that
slope toward the main channel. The land along the basin
divide is flat and is from 1 to 2 miles wide. From the flat
divide, however, the land slopes steeply to the stream
channel.

There are two channels within the lower three-fourths
of the Pond Creek flood plain. One of these is the natural


