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headwaters along the northern edge of the basin and flow
south to the Conecuh River.

The seasonal distribution of flow at the Century gaging
station, although from a large area located in Alabama,
shows a pattern similar tothat of the smaller nearby streams
in Florida. The bar graph in figure 19 shows the seasonal
distribution of flows at the gaging station located on State
Highway 4 near Century for a 24-year period. The highest
flows occur in March and April while September, October,
and November flows are the lowest. The variation of flows
for any month canbe great. January, although not the month
of highest flow, has the greatest variation of flows with the
average monthly flows varying from a low of 1, 900 cfs to a
maximum of 31,500 cfs. The averageflows for October, the
month of lowest flow, have varied from 666 cfs to 6,520 cfs.

Some streamflow characteristics for the 24-year
period of record at State Highway 4 are expressed by the
flow-duration curve shown in figure 15. Based on the flow-
duration curve, the flow has been below 1,000 cfs (646 mgd)
for only 4 percent of the time. The maximum flow during
the 24-year period ending in 1958 was 73,900 cfs, and the
minimum flow recorded was 600 cfs (388 mgd). The com-
puted peak discharge for the flood of March 1929, which
reached an elevation of 66. 1 feet above sea level and rose
4. 5 feet above the floor of the bridge, was 315,000 cfs.
Regional flood-frequency curves for the Escambia River
basin are given in figure 12.

The average yield per unit area from the Escambia
River basin appears to be evenly distributed. Based on
records of the eight gaging stations that are located throughout
the basin, the average yield is about 20 inches per year,
ranging from a low of 18. 3 inches to a high of 21.5 inches.
The flows measured at these stations came from drainage
areas ranging in size from 75.3 to 3,817 square miles. The
average yield at the Century gaging station at State Highway 4
was 21.5 inches per year.


