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in a southerly direction and empties into Escambia Bay north

of Pensacola.

The Escambia River water at Century is not quite as

low in mineral content, 47 to 101 ppm, as water in the nearby

smaller streams. However, a mineral content. of 100 ppm is

not objectionable for many uses. The minerals present in

the largest quantities are silica (5 to 21 ppm), bicarbonates

(8 to 51 ppm), and chlorides (3 to 22 ppm). Other quality

data is given in table 1.

For purposes of discussion the basin is divided into

two parts, the lower and upper basins, with the divide being

at Pine Barren Creek. The lower part of the river exerts a

major influence on the area, not only because it serves as a

source of water supply but also because of its physical size
and location with respect to the fast developing industrial
area at Pensacola. The upper basin has many tributaries.

The lower basin is about 9 miles wide. The river channel
is tortuous and winds through a low, swampy flood plain
about 3 miles wide. Several estuarine channels extend into
the flood plain from Escambia Bay. Farther upstream two
islands within the flood plain are exposed during periods of
low river stages.

Flow in the lower river basin is affected by tide to a
point north of Brosnaham Island. The change in stage due
totide effect at the north end of the island was 1.8 feet during
a series of flow measurements made August 24, 1954, The
direction of flow does not reverse at that point. A tide range
of 2.5 feet is not uncommon near the nylon plant of the
Chemstrand Corporation. An observation of flow conditions
made near the Chemstrand plant on October 22, 1952, showed
the flow to reverse at that point.

Below Pine Barren Creek the tributaries are short and
drain small areas. The ridges forming the drainage divides
vary in elevation from 150 to 200 feet above sea level. The
flood plain is about 15 feet above sea level near Pine Barren
Creek and slopes to sea level at Escambia Bay.


