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in ponds. In addition, some flooding occurs along streams
after heavy rains.

The major uses of water in the area are for industrial
processes, recreation, and municipal requirements. Indus-
tries use about 70 percent of the ground water withdrawn
from the area, the largest single user being the St. Regis
Paper Company which pumps 35 mgd (million gallons per
day). The large amount of water being used by industries
and municipalities, however, is only a small part of the
area's usable supply.

INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Scope

An immediate need of community and industrial plan-
ners in Escambia and Santa Rosa counties is information on
the water resources of the area. It is presently known that
the area has a large supply of water that is low in mineral
content. However, because the water needs of this fast
growing section of Florida arebecoming greater, information
about other characteristics of the water must be made avail-
able so that the area may realize its full industrial potential
without creating problems caused by permanently lowered
water levels, salt-water encroachment, and pollution.

An investigation of the water resources of Escambia
and Santa Rosa counties was started in January 1958 by the
U. S. Geological Survey in cooperation with the Florida
Geological Survey, Escambia and Santa Rosa counties, and
the city of Pensacola. This investigation was designed to
obtain, over a 4-year period, data on the occurrence, quality,
and quantity of surface and ground water. The information
collected during the investigation will serve two major
purposes: (1) It will provide an inventory of the area's water;
and (2) it will provide a sound basis for planning development
and use of the area's water resources.

The purpose of this report is to make available, to
community and industrial planners, information collected


