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RECENT SERIES

The Recent series includes those deposits that have accumu-
lated since the end of the Wisconsin glacial stage of the Pleis-
tocene series. At that time the melting of the continental
ice sheets flooded the oceans with meltwater and caused them
to rise to a level that has remained almost constant ever since.
The rise of sea level caused the drowning of the valleys that
had been etched below the general level of the land during
the Wisconsin and previous lower stands of the sea.

The materials now accumulating along the present sea
coast and in the estuaries that indent it do not differ material-
ly from those that were deposited under similar conditions
in the past. Sand like the Pamlico sand is now being swept
southward as far as Miami Beach along the Atlantic coast
and in various directions along the beaches of the Gulf of
Mexico. Locally, it contains patches of broken or macerated
shells like those in the coquina of the Anastasia formation,
and much of this shelly material is derived from the Anastasia.
Limy ooze, somewhat like the Miami oolite, is being deposited
in Florida Bay and the adjacent marine waters, and a new
coral reef is growing off the Key Largo limestone.

Some sand and silt, much of it originating across the State
line in Georgia or Alabama, is being brought down by the
rivers and finding transient or permanent resting places in
floodplains and sand bars along their courses. The greater
part, however, is piled up into tidal flats at the heads of
estuaries. Such tidal flats, when drained by a permanent fall
of sea level, make one of the surest indicators of the height
of the ancient shore line.

Peat and muck is accumulating in shallow ponds, lakes,
and mangrove swamps, where leaves, stems, and roots of
aquatic plants are prevented from rapid decay by the water
in which they lie. Similar conditions were prevalent at many
times during the past. Some of the upland swamps, notably
Okefenokee Swamp, have been in existence, probably with
little change, since the Illinoian glacial stage, possibly earlier.

A kind of fresh-water limestone, travertine, or caliche is
being formed on poorly drained plains where shallow tempo-
rary pools of water remain for a time after the rainy season.


