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passes northwestward into Georgia. There is a large patch
of Coharie terrace in Alachua County northwest of Gaines-
ville. Other areas where patches of the Coharie formation
should be looked for are near Houston and Wellborn in Su-
wannee County, surrounding Lake City in Columbia County,
between Lakeland and Mulberry in Polk County, and prob-
ably also in the eastern part of Polk County.

Stratigraphic relations-As the Coharie formation appar-
ently was deposited at the beginning of Yarmouth time, when
the sea rose from an undetermined low level to a height of
215 feet above its present level, the formation lies uncon-
formably on all beds immediately beneath it. Later in Yar-
mouth time, the sea dropped to a height of only 170 feet
and deposited the Sunderland formation. It therefore follows
that the Coharie is conformable with the Sunderland, where
the two formations are in contact, though the main, uncovered
part of the Coharie stands higher.

Paleolgeography-The generalized outline of the seashore
during Coharie time is shown by the dotted line in figuie 43.
The shore of the mainland extended parallel to the present
coast in western Florida but passed northeastward into Geor-
gia. All the remainder of Florida was submerged except a
few islands in the peninsula. The depth of the water over
the present State nowhere exceeded 215 feet. The greatest
amount of sand was deposited near the shore of the mainland,
from which it was distributed over the sea bottom by the
waves and currents. Probably little if any sand was carried
to the southern part of the peninsula, where the only sources
of sand were a few low islands.

Utilization-The Coharie formation may contain useful
deposits of sand and possibly clay.

LOCAL DETAILS

Alachua County-The old Arredondo sheet, surveyed in
1890, shows a large flat area extending from Gainesville to
the northern edge of the map and about 10 miles wide in
which the altitudes lie within the range of the Coharie ter-
race. This area presumably is underlain by the Coharie for-
ma.tion. The contour lines are too generalized to assist in
determining the exact limits of the terrace.


