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contains so many cavities that some of the crushed stone
occupies less space than the original rock.

Thickness-The thickness of the Key Largo limestone is
very variable. It seems to depend on the topography of the
bottom on which it accumulated as a coral reef built up
nearly to sea level. According to Sanford (1913, p. 187) a
well at Key Vaca passed through reef rock fully 100 feet
thick, but at Indian Key Channel a well went through hard
rock into marl at a depth of about 40 feet below sea level.

Distribution-The Key Largo limestone occupies the out-
ermost fringe of keys from Sands Key on the north to Logger-
head Key on the west. Between these two extremities the
keys form a gently curving arc convex towards the ocean.
The width of the reef probably does not much exceed a mile
anywhere.

Stratigraphic relations-The Key Largo limestone grew as
a reef along the outer edge of the Floridian Plateau. Its base
is everywhere below sea level and has not been observed. Pre-
sumably the limestone lies unconformably on the Pliocene
Tamiami formation or on early Pleistocene limestone or shell
marl. The Key Largo is probably of the Sangamon (third
interglacial) stage, contemporaneous with the Miami oolite,
which adjoins it on the north.

Paleogeography-At the beginning of the Sangamon inter-
glacial stage (Wicomico time) the Floridian Plateau was
submerged beneath water deeper by 100 feet than the present
sea. On the steeply sloping southeastern edge of the Plateau
a coral reef began to grow. According to Vaughan (1919,
p. 197) a true coral reef will form in water as deep as 37 to
48 meters (121-157 feet), which seems to have been the
approximate depth of the sea along the site of the Key Largo
limestone. Later, the level of the sea dropped 30 feet (in
Penholoway time) and still later about 30 feet more, which
brought it about 40 feet above the present level (Talbot
time). These depths are favorable for the growth of coral
reefs, and the Key Largo limestone reef grew upward until
it was within 20 or 25 feet of the surface, possibly nearer.
Meanwhile, the Miami oolite was accumulating in the shallow
water behind the reef. The nearest land was in Highlands
County, about 150 miles to the north.


