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metal. The rock is pure, soft, and homogenous and averages
about 96 percent carbonate of lime (Mossom, 1925, p. 132).

The natural bridge at Arch Creek and the low cliff at Silver
Bluff are composed of Miami oolite. Cross bedding in the
Miami oolite is well shown in canal banks near Coral Gables.

Monroe County-The southern part of the mainland and
the Pine Island Keys are composed of the Miami oolite, which
evidently forms the bed of Florida Bay under the Recent
ooze. Cooke and Mossom (1929, p. 207) supposed that the
Miami covered all of the county, and they included in it the
Lostmans River limestone, but Parker and Cooke (1944)
found that Lostmans River is underlain by the Tamiami for-
mation. The exact western boundary of the Miami oolite
in Monroe County has not been determined, but oolite is
known to extend as a thin sheet at least 3 miles west of the
Dade County line.

KEY LARGO LIMESTONE

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-The Key Largo limestone was named and described
by Sanford (1909, pp. 214-218; 1913, pp. 184-189). The
name is taken from Key Largo, the longest of the Florida Keys.

Characters-Sanford, who had exceptionally good oppor-
tunities to study it during the construction of the Florida
East Coast Railway, for which he was the geologist, describes
the Key Largo as extremely variable in appearance and struc-
ture. Some parts are composed of fragments of corals cement-
ed together. Elsewhere it is a fine white compact, homogenous
limestone, which breaks with conchoidal fracture and splin-
tery surface. Other parts, some of which are quarried for
use as building stone, are made of standing corals with the
spaces filled in with hardened ooze and fragments of broken
corals and other organisms. Some of the coral heads are re-
placed by crystalline calcite, which was evidently formed
by the redeposition of calcium carbonate dissolved out of the
rock by rain water. Similar alteration has hardened the rock
for several feet below the surface, and the hardening locally
extends below sea level. Despite its hardness, the limestone


