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the large group known as the Pine Islands, the outer fringe of
keys as far west as Loggerhead Key being composed of a con-
temporaneous coral-reef facies, the Key Largo limestone.

Stratigraphic relations-The bottom of the Miami oolite
is exposed only in the Everglades and in the southeastern part
of the Big Cypress Swamp. There it rests unconformably on
the Tamiami formation, of Pliocene age, whose surface is
generally clean and solution-pocked. Locally a limestone
breccia or conglomerate, perhaps of early Pleistocene age,
separates the Miami from the Tamiami. Possibly this bed
becomes persistent and increases in thickness towards the east,
but it has not been recognized in well cuttings.

The Miami oolite becomes more sandy and less conspicu-
ously oolitic toward the north, where it merges into the
Anastasia formation, which consists of sandy limestone at
its southern end. The Miami presumably is equivalent also
to the reef facies called the Key Largo limestone. The Miami
probably merges northwestward into the Coffee Mill Ham-
mock marl member or the Fort Thompson formation, which
contains a greater proportion of shells and is not oolitic.

The Miami is probably of the Sangamon interglacial stage.
If so, its lower part is presumably contemporaneous with the
Wicomico, its middle part with the Penholoway, and its
upper, cross-bedded part with the Talbot, three sandy forma-
tions deposited in progressively shallower water. In Talbot
time the water above the highest part of the oolite was only
a few feet deep.

Paleogeography-The Miami oolite was deposited along
the southeastern border of the Floridian Plateau, which was
at first (in Wicomico time) submerged to a depth of 120
feet-the bottom was about 20 feet below the present sea
level. The nearest land was then in Highlands County, more
than 80 miles away. The limy oolitic ooze had presumably
accumulated to a thickness of a few feet by the beginning of
Penholoway time, when the level of the sea dropped from
100 feet to only 70 feet above the present stage. Then, in
Talbot time, the level dropped to about 42 feet, at which
stage the gradually thickening oolitic ooze probably stood high
enough to be stirred by the waves. By this time much of


