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The section at Fort Thompson and the one below the rail-
road bridge in Glades County give a clear picture of the
geologic history of the region. They show that southern
Florida was submerged during the Pliocene epoch; that it
emerged, was covered by lakes, and then drained during each
of the four Pleistocene ice stages; that it was covered by the
sea during each of the three interglacial stages; and that it
was submerged during the mid-Wisconsin long enough to
receive a thin coating of sand. The carbonaceous layer (bed
8 of section) at the top of the Pamlico sand indicates that the
region was a grassy savanna like the Everglades during late
Wisconsin and Recent time, until the water table was lowered
by the cutting of the Caloosahatchee Canal.

Palm Beach County-Fine-grained gray marl containing
many shells of Rartgia cuneata and other brackish-water and
fresh-water species was dredged from Lake Okeechobee at
Pahokee. The canals leading from Lake Okeechobee cut
through fresh-water limestone and marine shell marl before
reaching the underlying Pliocene beds.

MIAMI OOLITE

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-The names "Miami oolite" and "Key West oolite"
were applied by Sanford (1909, pp. 211-214, 218-221) to
oolitic limestone on the mainland of southern Florida and on
the Florida Keys, respectively. As the only difference between
these deposits is that the Miami oolite locally contains more
sand than the Key West, Cooke and Mossom (1929, p. 204)
combined them into one formation, the Miami oolite.

Characters-The typical Miami oolite is soft white oolitic
limestone containing as much as 95 percent of calcium car-
bonate. It includes local layers of calcite and commonly more
or less sand. Some of the sand that at first glance appears to
form part of the Miami really has fallen down solution holes
in the Miami oolite from the Pamlico sand, which overlies it.
The originally included sand is more abundant toward the
north, where the Miami merges laterally into the Anastasia
formation.

Oolite is distinguishable from other calcareous deposits by


