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which lay only a few miles north of the Caloosahatchee region
during the latter part of the Sangamon interglacial stage.
The Coffee Mill Hammock marl member of the Fort Thomp-
son accumulated in the sea at that time. The region became
land again for a short interval during the early Wisconsin
glacial stage but was flooded to a depth of 10 to 25 feet
during the mid-Wisconsin recession. Waves and currents
in this shallow sea swept a, thin sheet of Pamlico sand over the
Fort Thompson formation. The sea withdrew again during
late Wisconsin time and has not since risen higher than its
present level.

Fauna--The lower and middle shell beds of the Fort
Thompson are composed, for the most part, of existing species
of mollusks but probably include some reworked shells from
the underlying Caloosahatchee marl. The upper shell bed of
the Fort Thompson, the Coffee Mill Hammock marl mem-
ber, consists chiefly of Chione cancellata, a small, long-ranging
bivalve. The intermediate fresh-water marls and limestones
contain species of Ameria and Helisoma, fresh-water snails.

LOCAL DETAILS

Broward County-The North New River Canal cuts
through a shell bed containing many shells of Chione cancel-
lata. This bed may be the Coffee Mill Hammock marl mem-
ber of the Fort Thompson formation, which probably under-
lies the northwestern part of Broward County and presumably
merges into the Miami oolite or the Anastasia formation,
which it resembles.

Glades County-The southeastern half of Glades County
is underlain by the Fort Thompson formation. The northern
boundary of the formation has not been located precisely
because the Fort Thompson is everywhere covered by a thin
layer of Pamlico sand or Lake Flirt marl. The Caloosahatchee
Canal cuts through these and the Fort Thompson into the
underlying Caloosahatchee formation. No exposures of the
Fort Thompson are known above Ortona Lock. The follow-
ing section is adapted from one measured by G. G. Parker
(Parker and Cooke, 1944, p. 93) on the west bank of the
Caloosahatchee about 25 yards below the Atlantic Coast Line
Railway. The top of the bank there is about 11 feet above
low-tide level.


