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marl containing shells of fresh-water snails. The top of each
fresh-water marl bed has been case-hardened into dense brittle
limestone, and each was perforated by solution holes before
the deposition of the succeeding marine shell bed, which fills
the holes. Some of the solution holes in the upper of the two
fresh-water beds extend downward through the formation
to the underlying Caloosahatchee marl, and the shells of the
Coffee Mill Hammock marl member of the Fort Thompson,
which fills the holes, there lie directly on the Caloosahatchee.
(Fig. 34.)

Thickness-Parker and Cooke (1944, p. 73) estimate that
the greatest thickness of the Fort Thompson formation does
not exceed 20 feet, and that the average thickness is less than
10 feet. At Fort Thompson the total thickness is about 6 feet,
of which the Coffee Mill Hammock marl member at the top
locally occupies about one-half. As the thickness of all the
beds comprising the formation have been reduced by erosion,
the thickness of each bed may vary considerably from place
to place.

Distribution-The Fort Thompson formation, generally
recognizable by its fresh-water marls and limestones, is ex-
posed along Caloosahatchee River from La Belle to Lake Okee-
chobee and along the canals leading southeastward through
the Everglades.

Stratigraphic relations-The Fort Thompson lies uncon-
formably on the Caloosahatchee formation along Caloosa-
hatchee River and in the northern part of the Everglades.
Farther south it rests unconformably on the Tamiami forma-
tion. It is overlain unconformably by the Pamlico sand. Each
of the fresh-water marl beds of the Fort Thompson was
eroded by solution before the overlying marine shell bed was
deposited on it and in its solution pits, but the fresh-water
beds probably began to accumulate as soon as the shell beds
emerged from the sea.

The alternation of marine and fresh-water beds with sub-
aerial weathering at the end of each fresh-water epoch gives
plain evidence of three oscillations of sea level within the
interval of time represented by the Fort Thompson. It may
be assumed that the erosional unconformity that separates the


