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the Florida Keys also. In part of Broward and Monroe and
in most of Dade Counties it is covered by the Miami oolite
or the Fort Thompson formation. Elsewhere it is nearly bare
or is covered by a thin coating of late Pleistocene (Pamlico)
sand.

Stratigraphic relations--Cooke and Mossom (1929) treated
the deposits now called Tamiami formation as a facies of the
Caloosahatchee marl. This interpretation has been verified
by drilling, though a new formation name has been applied
to the deposits. Mansfield (1939a, p. 8) suspected that the
Tamiami underlies the Caloosahatchee, but in reality the two
formations interfinger, and a tongue of the harder facies
(Tamiami) overlies the softer facies (Caloosahatchee) in the
western part of the Everglades and in the Big Cypress Swamp
(Parker, 1942, pp. 64-66).

Apparently the Tamiami merges into the Buckingham
marl without conspicuous interfingering, for the Tamiami is
succeeded by the Buckingham in ditches along State Highway
164 in the vicinity of Sunniland, Collier County.

There are no exposures of the bottom of the Tamiami, but
the formation doubtless lies unconformably on Miocene beds,
presumably the Hawthorn formation. The Tamiami is over-
lain unconformably by Pleistocene deposits-the Miami oolite
in the southeast, the Fort Thompson formation in the north-
east, and the Pamlico sand in the west.

Paleogeography-The Tamiami formation was deposited
in the open ocean in rather shallow water far away from land.
The supply of sand that was swept southward past the end
of the stubby Pliocene peninsula was less plentiful than in
the region farther north where the Caloosahatchee was being
deposited, and the proportion of calcareous ooze was greater.
These conditions are postulated from the distribution and
composition of the formation and from the character of its
fauna.

Fauna-The fauna of the beds now referred to the Tamiami
formation was studied by Mansfield (1932a), who lists six
species of gastropods, 26 species of pelecypods, and two species
of echinoids. The most common mollusks are oysters and
scallops, and an echinoid (Encope tamiamiensis) is locally


