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not to give it a different formational name. However, as the
facies persists over a good many square miles, the use of an
individual name for it is not inappropriate.

The same rock extends southward beneath the mangrove
swamps of the Ten Thousand Islands and forms the bed of
Lostmans River. Sanford (1909, p. 222) called it the Lost-
mans River limestone. This name was rejected by Cooke and
Mossom (1929, p. 207), who suspected that it was a facies
of the Miami oolite, though they had never visited Lostmans
River. Parker and Cooke (1944, p. 62) regarded it as identi-
cal with the Tamiami but did not revive the name "Lostmans
River" because the rock is completely submerged at the type
locality, which is less easily accessible than the Tamiami Trail.
Moreover, the few fossils that have been seen in it are not
distinctive.

Characters-The Tamiami formation ranges in composi-
tion from sandy limestone to nearly pure quartz sand. It is
commonly somewhat hardened, especially where it lies at or
near the surface, as along the Tamiami Trail, where it forms
a very hard rock riddled by solution holes. Its color is
grayish-white to tan.

Thickness-Cuttings from drill holes made under the di-
rection of G. G. Parker indicate that the Tamiami formation
is wedge-shaped. From a thickness of 15 feet on the Tamiami
Trail 40 miles west of Miami it thickens eastward to 20 feet
in 10 miles, to 45 feet in 21 miles, to 80 feet in 32 miles; and
at Silver Bluff, near the shore of Biscayne Bay, it is about 100
feet thick. South of the Tamiami Trail at Krome Road, 19
miles west of Miami, the Tamiami maintains its thickness of
45 feet at least as far south as Florida City (Parker and Cooke,
1944, p. 65).

Distribution-The boundaries of the Tamiami are rather
indefinite because the formation is merely one, somewhat
variable, facies of contemporaneous and continuous Pliocene
marine deposits. Moreover, the scarcity of roads makes it
difficult to explore the region. The Tamiami appears to under-
lie all of the mainland south of township 48, which area
includes Collier, Broward, Dade, and part of Monroe Coun-
ties. It presumably underlies the Pleistocene formations in


