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cene into the shell marl. The typical exposures are on the
river between Denaud and Fort Thompson, 13/4 miles east of
La Belle, a distance of approximately 6y 2 miles.

The top of the Caloosahatchee marl passes below water
level on the river about one mile above (east of) Fort Thomp-
son, where about one foot of creamy-gray shell marl contain-
ing oysters is exposed at low tide. It is overlain unconformably
by the Fort Thompson formation (Pleistocene). Exposures
are almost continuous downstream to La Belle, where the top
is 9 feet above low-tide level. At La Belle the Caloosahatchee
is rather clayey and contains few fossils. There are many
fossils in the right (north) bank of the river 0.4 mile west of
the bridge at La Belle, where the Caloosahatchee marl stands
5 feet above low tide and consists of greenish-gray calcareous
sand. Another good place to collect fossils is just west of
the mouth of Bee Branch, about 1 /2 miles west of La Belle.
A transition to or interfingering with the Buckingham marl
is noticeable above the bridge at Denaud, where 1 foot of
whitish calcareous clay is overlain by 5 feet of locally hardened
sand containing coral heads and fresh-water and land shells
as well as marine shells.

A drainage ditch between sections 6 and 7, T. 43 S., R. 34
E., 3 miles west of Clewiston, cuts into the Caloosahatchee
marl. Great numbers of beautifully preserved shells in fine
white sand are scattered over the spoil bank. A collection
made there by Cooke and Mossom (1929, p. 155) yielded
almost 200 species of mollusks, most of which occur also on
Shell Creek, Charlotte County.

Hillsborough County-The Pamlico terrace bordering
Tampa and Hillsborough Bays is underlain by a shell bed that
appears to be the Caloosahatchee marl. The only natural
exposures known are in the bluff bordering Sixmile Creek
at Orient, a suburb east of Tampa, where the Tampa lime-
stone is overlain by a sandy shell marl about 6 feet thick.
Matson and Clapp (1909, p. 148), who referred the bed to
the Pleistocene, list 31 species of mollusks from it, most of
which are still living. However, the presence of Transennella
caloosana Dall and Anomalocaria caloosana Dall, both of
which were described from the Caloosahatchee formation, is
fairly good evidence that the bed is Pliocene.


