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varied. Dall (1903, p. 1604), who studied the mollusks in
connection with his great work on the Tertiary fauna of
Florida, recognized 639 species of mollusks, of which half are
not yet extinct. Some of the most conspicuous and easily
recognized species are shown in figures 27-30. The fossils
are most easily collected on the spoil banks of drainage canals,
of which there are many in Hendry and Glades Counties. A
notable collecting ground is along the Caloosahatchee canal
west of Ortona Lock. Mollusks are by far the dominant ele-
ment of the fauna. There are, besides, a few species of corals
and echinoids.

Utilization-Shells from the Caloosahatchee formation are
used for surfacing roads.

LOCAL DETAILS

Charlotte County-The Caloosahatchee marl probably
underlies all but the southern part of Charlotte County,
though exposures are few. The shell marl is cut into by Alli-
gator Creek and by Shell Creek, a tributary of Charlotte
Harbor. Dall (1892, p. 147) describes the occurrence on
Alligator Creek as follows:

Near the north end of Charlotte Harbor a small creek comes in from
the east, called Alligator Creek. Here Mr. Willcox found an extension of
the Caloosahatchie beds. The banks are about 12 feet high, the upper half
being pure sand; the lower half contains fossils of Pliocene age, mollusks,
barnacles, and flat Echinidae. They differ from the Caloosahatchie deposits
in being pure sand instead of marl as a matrix. The upper half of the
fossiliferous stratum shows the shallow-water fauna with its usual partial
admixture of strictly Pliocene extinct species. Some parts of the bed are
united by silicious cementation into a hard rock.

De Soto County-The Caloosahatchee marl underlies the
southern part of De Soto County and probably merges north-
ward into the Bone Valley formation. A pit in sec. 25, T. 39
S., R. 25 E., near the head of Prairie Creek, exposed 5 feet of
white sandy shell marl overlain by 3 feet of unfossiliferous
white sand. This is overlain unconformably by 3 feet of
Pleistocene and Recent sand. The marl from this pit was used
as road metal. It contains such characteristic Caloosahatchee
species as Strombus leidyi (fig. 27, no. 2), Arca wagneriana
(fig. 27, no. 1), and Anadara rustica (fig. 28, no. 1). A view
of the pit is shown in figure 31.


