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CALOOSAHATCHEE MARL

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-The Pliocene beds exposed along Caloosahatchee
River in the vicinity of La Belle, Hendry County, were first
made known through the publication of the results of Angelo
Heilprin's (1887) Explorations on the West Coast of Florida
and in the Okeechobee Wilderness, made early in 1886. Heil-
prin collected from the shell marl many extinct species of mol-
lusks that are not found in any Miocene deposit, but that are
associated with a greater number of living species than have
been found in the Miocene. For this reason he assigned them
to the Pliocene epoch. To designate deposits of Pliocene age
in Florida, wherever they might occur, he coined the name
"Floridian," to be coordinate in rank with his "Marylandian,"
"Virginian," and "Carolinian," group names applied to the
Miocene deposits of the Atlantic States.

Soon after Heilprin's report was published and again five
years later, Dall (1887; 1892, pp. 140-149) described the
same formation under the name "Caloosahatchie beds."
Matson and Clapp (1909) accepted the term "Caloosahatchee
marl" for the Pliocene deposits in the vicinity of Caloosahat-
chee River, but applied the name "Nashua marl" to Pliocene
beds that they had discovered in the valley of the St. Johns;
Mansfield (1918) showed that nearly all of the identifiable
species in a large collection of mollusks from the Nashua occur
also in the Caloosahatchee, though, as was to be expected, its
fauna is intermediate beitween that of the typical Caloosa-
hatchee and that of the contemporaneous Waccamaw forma-
tion of the Carolinas. Because these differences are so slight,
Cooke and Mossom (1929, p. 152) included the Nashua in
the Caloosahatchee marl. Cooke and Mossom also included
in the Caloosahatchee a more calcareous, harder facies in
Monroe and Collier Counties now called the Tamiami forma-
tion.

Characters-The Caloosahatchee marl consists predomin-
antly of sand and shells. At many places the shells are so
abundant as to make up a large part of the deposit, though
elsewhere there are few or none. A larger proportion of the
shells are preserved unbroken than in most shell marls-an


