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The dominant element of the Chipola is the phylum Mol-
lusca. The Mollusca have been discussed by Gardner (1926-
1938), who is quoted on page 139.

Utilization-The shell marl of the Chipola formation is
suitable for surfacing light-traffic roads, and the best-pre-
served shells command a limited market among museums and
collectors. The limestone is probably suitable for use as an
aggregate for concrete, and some of it may be pure enough
for making lime. The quality and extent of the clay lenses
has not been determined.

LOCAL DETAILS

Calhoun County-The Chipola formation underlies all but
the northern part of Calhoun County, but known exposures
of it are confined to the banks of Chipola River and Ten
Mile Creek.

The type locality is on the west bank of the Chipola on the
John M. P. McCleland farm in the SW¼ SW¼ sec. 8, T. 1 N.,
R. 9 W., 2/4 miles east of Carr. About 10 feet of fine blue-
gray to yellow sand, loaded with firm, perfectly preserved
shells, crops out in the bank of the river and is turned up by
the plow in nearby fields. The shell marl lies directly on
yellowish sandy Tampa limestone, which is visible only at
low water. The first collector to visit this place was Frank
Burns (1889), who described the relationship as apparently
conformable.

Burns (1889) collected also at a point on Ten Mile Creek,
which he locates as "about 1 mile west of Bailey's ferry."
This collecting ground is probably at or near the crossing of
the present State Highway 84 (from Marianna to Clarksville)
4.7 miles north of Clarksville, on the line between sections
11 and 12, T. 1 N., R. 10 W. In 1914, there was a 12-foot
exposure of fossiliferous calcareous sand. The lower part was
bluish-gray to yellowish and contained beautifully preserved
marine shells. The upper part consisted of light-gray to white
micaceous, argillaceous sand like that in the corresponding
position at Alum Bluff. The fossils in it were preserved only
as impressions. When revisited in 1921 and 1922 the upper
half was covered by Recent sand.


