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lusks having the general aspect of the Tampa fauna were
noted in 1922 in limestone exposed on the Bainbridge road one
mile from Chattahoochee post office.

A cut on the Bristol road half a mile south of the railroad
crossing near River Junction exposes the Tampa limestone.

At Ponto Spring, a limesink in the northeast corner of Gads-
den County about 4 miles east of Concord, two beds of lime-
stone were exposed in 1925. At the bottom was a 5-foot bed
of hard, yellowish, case-hardened limestone resembling the
Suwannee. This was overlain, apparently unconformably, by
white or cream-colored, soft porous silicious limestone, either
Tampa or basal Hawthorn. When revisited many years later,
all of the limestone then exposed appeared to be one forma-
tion. The place has been described by Mossom (1925, pp.
136, 137) and by Cushman and Ponton (1932, p. 21). (See
section, page 152.)

Hillsboroulgh County-Although the typical area of the
Tampa limestone is in Hillsborough County, exposures of the
formation are not numerous. Much of the country is low and
flat and is covered by a veneer of Pliocene and Pleistocene
deposits. Most of the exposures are in the vicinity of Hills-
borough River or other water courses.

The classic locality of the Tampa limestone is on the west-
ern shore of Hillsborough Bay at Ballast Point, 4 miles below
the mouth of Hillsborough River. In 1915 several feet of
light-gray to white compact limestone containing molds of
fossils could be seen along the water front. On weathering
the limestone breaks down into greenish clay and the fossils
become silicified. This is the famous "silex bed," but the
silification seems to be merely a superficial phenomenon that
is not confined to any particular stratigraphic level. Dall
(1915) described more than 300 species of mollusks from
Ballast Point and designated the horizon as the "Orthaulax
pu'gnax zone." However, this species is not confined to the
Tampa limestone but occurs also in the Flint River forma-
tion. The fossiliferous bed at Ballast Point must lie near the
top of the Tampa limestone.

A sandy facies of the Tampa limestone rises 5 or 6 feet above


