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the Chipola beds ... , the Tampa beds (including the Tampa
limestone) and the Alum Bluff beds. .. " Matson and Clapp
(1909, pp. 84-91) restricted the use of the name "Tampa"
to the Tampa formation, which, so far as they knew, occurred
only in the vicinity of Tampa. Mossom (1925, pp. 77-82)
tentatively included in the Tampa formation the limestone
near Brooksville that now forms part of the Suwannee lime-
stone, but pointed out its similarity to the so-called Glendon
formation of Suwannee and Hamilton Counties (typical Su-
wannee limestone). Later (Mossom, 1926, pp. 182-184) he
added this rock to the Tampa. In both reports Mossom re-
tained the name "Chattahoochee formation" for strata he
considered to be a separate but contemporaneous unit. Cooke
and Mossom (1929, pp. 78-93) changed the name of the
formation to Tampa limestone and included in it the lime-
stone of the peninsula that was later (Cooke and Mansfield,
1936a) separated as the Suwannee limestone. They also added
to the Tampa limestone the Chattahoochee formation of
Matson and Clapp (1909, pp. 74-84).

Characters-Early observers laid great stress on the differ-
ences in lithologic characters and fauna between the various
rocks exposed in the vicinity of Tampa. They attempted to
separate them into three units: the "silex bed" (called Orthau-
lax pu'gnax zone by Dall, 1915), "Tampa limestone," and
"Cerithium rock." All these supposed entities are now re-
garded as merely different facies or parts of a single formation,
the Tampa limestone.

The composition of the Tampa is much more variable than
that of either the Suwannee or the Ocala, both of which are
much purer limestones. An analysis of the Tampa limestone
on Sixmile Creek at Orient, Hillsborough County (Mossom,
1925, p. 145) shows about 74 percent calcium carbonate
(CaCO3) and more than 24 percent silica (SiO2). This rock
contains only a trace of magnesium carbonate (MgCOa).
At Chattahoochee, Gadsden County (Mossom, 1925, p. 136),
the Tampa contains about 41 percent calcium carbonate, 35
percent magnesium carbonate, and 20 percent silica. At
Chattahoochee Landing (Mossom, 1925, p. 135) two analy-
ses average about 15 percent calcium carbonate, 10 percent
magnesium carbonate, and 71 percent silica.


