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western Georgia, where it is broken into two parts by an
inlier of Ocala limestone. The formation is completely over-
lapped in eastern Georgia, but it reappears in the valley of
Savannah River. In Florida it extends from Chattahoochee
River westward to Walton County.

Stratigraphic relations-The Flint River formation merges
southward into the Suwannee limestone, from which it differs
in containing a large proportion of sand, clay or gravel, where-
as the Suwannee consists of almost pure calcium carbonate.
It merges westward (in Alabama) into the Chickasawhay
limestone, which is rather variable in composition, but whose
clastic sediments are generally finer than the sand of the Flint
River. All three formations overlie the Byram unconform-
ably, and the Flint River transgresses northward across older
formations to the basal middle Eocene Tallahatta formation
in Alabama and the Paleocene Clayton formation in Georgia.
The Flint River formation generally lies at the surface in
Florida, but it is overlapped unconformably by the Haw-
thorn formation in eastern Georgia.

Paleogeography-The Flint River formation was deposited
in shallow marine water not far from land. Its shore line ex-
tended from Washington County, Alabama, through Fort
Gaines across Georgia to South Carolina. In this sea sand,
clay, gravel, and some limestone accumulated mostly east of
Conecuh River. Farther west calcareous clay (Chickasawhay
limestone) predominated, and farther south the pure Suwan-
nee limestone was formed.

Fauna and flora-The organisms that lived in theFlint
River sea were reef-dwelling and shallow-water marine forms.
They included calcareous algae and corals, which were abun-
dant .in reefs near Bainbridge, Georgia, several species of
Cerithium, and a great variety of other mollusks (Dall, 1916;
Cooke, 1923, pp. 5-6). The mollusks are more closely related
to those of the Suwannee limestone than one would suppose
from Mansfield's (1937b) report on the mollusks of the Su-
wannee, for his differentiation of several species is based on
variations that appear to be insignificant. Cassidulus gouldii
(Bouvr), a characteristic Suwannee echinoid, is fairly com-
mon in the Flint River formation, from which the type was
obtained. Clypeaster rogersi (Morton) is less abundant than


