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siderable bodies of limestone; elsewhere chert may be very
rare or wanting. The clay is commonly massive, without
bedding planes, and not rarely crumpled as if it had been com-
pressed by the collapse of the dissolving limestone from which
it was derived. Fresh exposures of the clay are generally light-
colored, with purple tints. Deeper weathering makes it brick
red.

The general appearance of the Flint River formation is
much like that of a terrace deposit. Its surface is nearly flat
or rolling, and its sand and gravelare similar in many respects
to terrace sand.and gravel. But many of its clay beds are obvi-
ously residual, and much of its chert could not have been
transported. It is possible that part of the sand and gravel
originally overlay the Flint River formation and was incorpo-
rated in it during the collapse and compaction resulting from
the removal of its soluble constituents. Vernon (1942, p. 131)
suggests that the chert lumps or

boulders, [which] ... range in size up to a length of 10 feet and a width
of 5 feet, and are little worn by water . . represent silicified portions of
formations which have been released by erosion during periods of valley
cutting, and slumped downward along the valley walls. They were in-
corporated in later terrace deposits within these valleys. Subsequent erosion
of terrace deposits allowed the enclosed boulders to rest along the new valley
walls and they are therefore numerous along escarpments separating
terraces.

However, valley cutting is generally at a minimum in porous
soluble formations such as the Flint River appears to have
been. In such formations most of the drainage-flows under-
ground, and degradation of the surface takes place either by
the collapse, of caverns, resulting in definite sink holes, or by
gradual subsidence caused by the removal of the binding
material.

Thickness-No reliable data on the thickness of the Flint
River formation are at hand. The original thickness may
have been somewhere about 100 feet, possibly more, but the
residual products now exposed to view are probably less.

Distribution-The Flint River formation extends from
Covington County, Alabama, across Georgia to Allendale
County, South Carolina, a distance of nearly 350 miles. Its
belt of outcrop attains a width of nearly 65 miles in south-


