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Paleogeography-The Suwannee limestone was deposited
in an open ocean far from any source of clastic sediment. The
shore of the mainland stretched across Alabama from Wash-
ington County to Henry County and across Georgia to Burke
County, about as shown in figure 4. The Chickasawhay lime-
stone accumulated in eastern Mississippi and western Ala-
bama, where a good deal of clay was mixed with the lime, and
the Flint River formation, including much clay, sand, and
gravel near shore farther east. The Suwannee limestone ad-
joins these formations. Applin and Applin (1944) suggest
that there may have been an island in the northeastern part
of Florida and in the central part of the peninsula, but the
absence of the Suwannee limestone from that area may have
been caused by denudation during early Miocene time, when
it was a land area.

Fauna-The most conspicuous and widespread fossil in
the Suwannee limestone is the echinoid Cassidulus gouldii
(Bouv4), which in Florida appears to be restricted to that
formation though it may occur also in the Flint River forma-
tion, in which it is fairly common in Georgia. Another echi-
noid, Phymotaxis mansfieldi Cooke, has been found in two
quarries cutting the Suwannee limestone, but it may possibly
have come from the underlying Ocala limestone.

The foraminifer Dictyoconus cookei (Moberg) occurs in
great abundance in the Suwannee limestone at Falmouth
Spring near Live Oak and at other places in northern Florida.
It is surprising to find a species of Dictyoconus in late Oligo-
cene deposits, for the genus elsewhere appears to have become
extinct at the end of the Eocene. Cole (1941, p. 13) suggests
that this species may have been reworked from the formation
of middle Eocene age now called the Avon Park limestone in
which it has been found abundantly in well cuttings. Inas-
much as this zone is separated from the Suwannee limestone
by several hundred feet of Ocala limestone, which apparently
extends as an unbroken sheet far beyond the known limits of
the middle Eocene Dictyoconus cookei zone, it seems more
likely that this species recurs in a bed near the top of the
Ocala limestone, from which it has been reworked into the
Suwannee limestone. Stubbs (in Cole, 1941, p. 14) appar-


