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species, and ribbed scallops such as Pecten suwanneensis Dall
and a variable lot commonly identified as P. "perplanus" Mor-
ton are not rare. (The true P. perplanus Morton is a synonym
of P. poulsoni Morton.) Ostrea podagrina Dall has been found
at several places.

The most significant vertebrate known from the Ocala
limestone is the great marine mammal Basilosaurus cetoides
(Owen), fragments of one individual of which were found
near Ocala in 1913 (Cooke, 1915, p. 113; Kellogg, 1936, p.
19). This species is much more common in Alabama and
Mississippi than in Florida, for it seems to have usually stayed
near shore and seldom swam far out to sea. Its presence so far
from land may be an indication that the water on the Floridian
Plateau was shallow and yielded the creature's customary food,
or perhaps the carcass floated out to sea.

Utilization-The Ocala limestone has been extensively
quarried at many places. Because of its uniform texture it is
easier to excavate and crush than the Suwannee limestone,
which tends to be lumpy. Its freedom from grit and its chem-
ical purity make it suitable for any use demanding those qual-
ities, such as the manufacture of cement, and it is much used
for the making of lime. The Ocala is the best road-building
rock available in quantity in the State. It is somewhat softer
than the ideal rock for that purpose, but it binds well and
makes a fairly durable road when surfaced with a suitable
material. Some of the harder parts of the limestone are used
for railroad ballast, and there is a very slight local demand for
it as a building stone. The quantity available is limited only
by the depth to the water table, which is greatest in the up-
lands because of the permeability of the rock.

LOCAL DETAILS

.Alachua County-Most of the exposures of the Ocala
limestone in Alachua County are in the southwestern half.
The limestone is covered by the Hawthorn formation in the
northeastern part and by residual sand and clay referred to
the Alachua formation in the southwest corner. There are
exposures along Santa Fe River near High Springs, in sink
holes and road cuts near Alachua and Gainesville, and in many
phosphate pits in the vicinity of Newberry and Archer. The


