
GEOLOGY OF FLORIDA-EOCENE SERIES 39

EOCENE SERIES

GENERAL FEATURES

As restricted by the elimination of the Midway group
(Paleocene), the Eocene series of the Southern States is di-
visible into three parts. Named in ascending order, they are
commonly called the Wilcox, Claiborne, and Jackson groups.
Each of these groups is separated from the adjacent groups
or from the overlying and underlying series by widespread
unconformities.

In Florida only part of the deposits of Jackson age is ex-
posed to view; the remainder of the Eocene series is deeply
buried. What little information is available about the older
Eocene was obtained from the study of well cuttings.

Throughout the Peninsula, the Eocene series consists dom-
inantly of limestone. Where fossils are present and well
enough preserved for identification, it is usually possible to
recognize the various Eocene formations. But many kinds
of fossils are gregarious, not evenly distributed throughout
contemporaneous beds. Where they are absent or not diag-
nostic one must depend upon other criteria. To some extent
the physical characters of the rock can be used. But this cri-
terion, too, is not reliable, for the very causes that brought
about a segregation of species or their local, spotty distribu-
tion may have produced variations in the rock itself. The
very lack of organic remains from a formation, elsewhere
highly fossiliferous, may give the rock a different texture and
composition.

DEPOSITS OF WILCOX AGE

GENERAL FEATURES

In Alabama the outcropping edges of the Wilcox group
are rather diversified and have been divided into several for-
mations. All consist primarily of clastic materials, though
one (the Bashi formation) contains some lime. Seaward,
under cover, these formations merge into limestone. This
transformation takes place by intertongueing.

The oldest tongue of limestone extends farther inland than
the others. It has been brought to the surface along the Jack-


