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Beds of the Gulf series in the Peninsula consist for the most
part of limestone. Applin and Applin (1944) recognize
equivalents of the Eagle Ford shale, the Austin chalk, the
Taylor marl, and an upper formation of Navarro age, to
which they give the name Lawson limestone.

TUSCALOOSA FORMATION

GENERAL FEATURES

Name-The Tuscaloosa formation was named from a city
in Alabama. The name dates from 1887, when it was first
used by Smith and Johnson.

Characters-At the outcrop in Alabama and adjacent
States the Tuscaloosa is a littoral and continental formation
consisting chiefly of coarse dirty sand and lenses of clay, some
of which are pure white kaolin. It contains no lime though
it includes a glauconitic member. Recent field work by W. H.
Monroe indicates that it is divisible. The identification as
Tuscaloosa of marine beds in wells far from the outcrop needs
verification, for it is based primarily on their stratigraphic
position below beds of Eutaw age.

Thickness-The thickness of beds assigned by the Applins
to the Tuscaloosa in wells in Florida ranges from 65 feet in
Levy County to 1442 feet in Washington County, where the
base of the formation has not been reached.

Distribution-From the type area in Alabama the outcrop
of the Tuscaloosa formation extends northwestward up the
Mississippi Embayment at least as far as Tennessee and east-
ward to North Carolina, where the formation is overlapped
by younger beds. Marine beds identified with it occupy north-
western and northeastern Florida but appear to be absent from
Marion County. Limestone in southern Florida referred to
the Tuscaloosa by Applin and Applin (1944) is herein de-
scribed under the heading "Deposits of Eagle Ford age."

Stratigraphic relations-At the outcrop the Tuscaloosa
formation lies unconformably on rocks of Paleozoic age or
older, and unconformably under the Eutaw formation or its
equivalent or younger beds. The same relationships may be


