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STRATIGRAPHY

GENERAL FEATURES

The rocks underlying Florida range in age from a hypo-
thetical pre-Cambrian core, which has never been penetrated
by the drill, to Recent deposits that are still accumulating.
The oldest formation exposed at the surface is the Avon Park
limestone, of middle Eocene age, which is reported by David
Ericson, of the Florida Geological Survey, to crop out in
Citrus and Levy Counties.

The oldest rocks thus far encountered in bore holes, though
somewhat metamorphosed, are so obviously of clastic origin
that such great antiquityr as pre-Cambrian seems unlikely;
one would expect to find pre-Cambrian rocks more highly
altered. They are tentatively assigned to the late Paleozoic
(Pennsylvanian). These rocks are intruded by diabase dikes,
which are assumed to be of Triassic age because of their simi-
larity to the diabase of the Newark group of the Eastern States.

The next younger formation of which there is record is a
limestone. It is assigned to the Comanche because of its simi-
larity to certain limestones of the Comanche series of Texas,
but as the diabase and the limestone were found in different
and widely separated wells, it is quite possible that rocks of
both Triassic and Comanche age are more fully developed in
Florida than one might suppose from the meager evidence
available.

Several deep wells in Florida have passed through strata of
the Gulf series. In the northern part of the State the facies of
the Gulf series are much like those of the supposed contempo-
raneous deposits that crop out farther north, in Alabama and
Georgia. In southern Florida Gulf deposits are less diversified
and consist chiefly of limestone.

The Paleocene series is represented in wells in southern
Florida by limestone and farther north in the State by shale,
both types of rocks suggesting the Midway group of Alabama.

The Eocene series includes formations of Wilcox, Claiborne,
and Jackson age. None are known to appear at the surface


