
PREFACE

This book bears the same title as one written in collabora-
tion with Stuart Mossom and published in 1929 as part of the
Twentieth Annual Report of the Florida Geological Survey.
It contains many paraphrases and verbatim excerpts from
that report without quotation marks or other indications of
origin. References to the original report are chiefly such as
are deemed to be of historical interest. Grateful acknowledg-
ment is made again of the important contributions made by
Mr. Mossom to the original "Geology of Florida," and of the
pleasant association with him.

The years since 1929 have been fruitful in the field of Flor-
idian geology. The subsurface formations have been explored
by many deep borings, made chiefly in the search for petrol-
eum, which have revealed the presence of Paleozoic sediments,
Triassic diabase, and Lower Cretaceous limestones. The faunal
studies of T. Wayland Vaughan and W. Storrs Cole on the
Foraminifera, W. C. Mansfield and Julia Gardner on the Mol-
lusca, and C. Wythe Cooke on the Echinoidea have made bet-
ter known. the relationships of the outcropping formations,
have resulted in the recognition of several new stratigraphic
units, and have satisfactorily explained several perplexing
stratigraphic problems. During these same years has come a
better understanding of the isostatic oscillations of sea level,
which have an important bearing on the geologic history of
Florida.

Thanks are due to Dr. Herman 'Gunter, Director of the
Florida Geological Survey, for unfailing courtesies extended
through many years; to Drs. L. W. Stephenson and John B.
Reeside, Jr., for helpful criticisms; to Mr. and Mrs. Paul L.
Applin for use of a copy of their manuscript on the subsur-
face stratigraphy and structure of Florida; and to Miss M.
Frances Willoughby, Secretary of the Committee on Geo-
logic Names of the United States Geological Survey, for
checking the manuscript for inconsistencies.

C. WYTHE COOKE

Washington, July 5, 1945


