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at the northwest corner of Bay and Liberty Streets. Con-
nected with these schools as teachers, are the names Sam
Doggett and Mrs. Hatch; and in the 1850's, Mrs. Daniel, Mr.
and Mrs. DeCottes, Miss Phoebe Swart, and the Misses
Kendrick, all kept schools for girls, while Mrs. Herbert and
Mr. Sewell taught both boys and girls.b There is also a trace
of "LaVilla Institute", founded by J. McRobert Baker, son
of a Baptist preacher and once mayor of Jacksonville. But
an "Institute" of the 1850's was a school furnishing the
barest rudimentary foundation for an education. The his-
tory of this school ceased with the beginning of the War Be-
tween the States.c

Free public instruction (for white children only) had
been advocated in the Territorial days, but the results
achieved were discouraging. While not actively opposed to
it, the people as a rule preferred to pay the moderate quar-
terly fee and send their children to a private school, and it
was not until 1860 that an attempt was actually made to es-
tablish a public school in Jacksonville; this school, however,
never reached a solid foundation, for the war came on and
disrupted it.d So it may be said thatprior to theWar Between
the States, the system in Jacksonville was private instruc-
tion exclusively. It does not appear that the curriculum of
any of these schools was higher than what we now call the
grammar grades. Those citizens who could afford it sent
their sons off to college. The girls do not seem to have had
this advantage to any great extent, and the elementary
education derived from the local schools served the most of
them as a foundation for their future experiences in life.
The usual school term in those days was nine months.b

After the War

In the spring of 1864, a Mrs. J. M. Hawks opened in Jack-
sonville the first free public school in the State, attended by
both white and colored children-the effort of a Northern
society. It opened with an equal number of white and colored
pupils, but by degrees the colored increased and the whites
fell off, so that in three months only three white children
remained.'

"At this time, 1864, Jacksonville was occupied by the mili-
tary, forces of the United States and there were no Southern
white families here.


