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City Taxes
Jacksonville operates on the budget system. The ex-

penses for the year are estimated; the expected revenues
are deducted, and the balance is supplied by the taxpayers
within the city limits. Property is assessed at a certain per-
centage of its market value; from the roll so determined by
the Tax Assessor, the City Council makes up a tax levy suf-
ficient to meet the expected balance. The tax levies, in mills,
since 1885, have been as follows:

1885 20.00 1895 15.80 1905 16.10 1915 12.80
1886 25.00 1896 14.75 1906 16.10 1916 12.80
1887 23.00 1897 18.00 1907 16.10 1917 15.50
1888 28.00 1898 15.00 1908 17.10 1918 13.80
1889 16.25 1899 15.20 1909 15.00 1919 18.00
1890 11.00 1900 16.00 1910 15.00 1920 17.00
1891 16.50 1901 16.00 1911 17.00 1921 21.00
1892 15.20 1902 16.00 1912 11.50 1922 20.90
1893 13.80 1903 16.20 1913 11.80 1923 22.90
1894 11.80 1904 16.20 1914 13.80 1924 21.90

Waterworks
There being no suitable spring or stream near the city

from which to obtain a supply of good water for the estab-
lishment of the waterworks system, provided for in the Sani-
tary Bond issue, exploration for water from underground
sources was begun August 1, 1878. The point selected was
on low ground in the suburb then known as "Springfield,"
on the north side of Hogans Creek, west of Pine (Main)
Street. Two-inch pipes were driven at different places in the
locality, to a depth of 30 to 38 feet and tried with hand
pumps; these showed considerable water at 30 feet below
the surface. These experiments being considered satisfac-
tory, 51/2 acres of land (now Waterworks park), were pur-
chased for $3300. Dr. J. A. Cloud of Philadelphia, was
awarded a contract for establishing the waterworks, a sys-
tem of sewers, and other public work. The plans contem-
plated a reservoir built down to rock bottom, and work on it
was begun July 16, 1879. During the progress of the exca-
vating work, a number of subterranean streams were opened.
The reservoir was carried down to a depth of 31 feet; it was
48 feet in diameter at the bottom and 51 feet at the surface.
The walls were bricked, and pipes were built-in to bring in
water from the subterranean streams intersected. When
completed, the depth of water in the reservoir averaged 27


