
HISTORY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 239

In May, 1923, a county bond issue of $2,550,000 was
authorized for building highways, including the construction
of a first-class concrete highway from South Jacksonville to
the beach, a distance of 15.8 miles. After considerable dis-
cussion it was decided to construct two one-way roads, each
16 feet wide, and the contract therefore was awarded to C. F.
Lytle in January, 1924, for $786,600. The highway is now
in course of construction, being (Dec. 31, 1924,) about two-
thirds completed. When completed it will be a magnificent
boulevard, following the route of the old road, except that
some of the curves have been flattened out. Provision has
been made for lighting Atlantic Boulevard all the way to
the beach, and it is said that it will be one of the longest
"white ways" in the world. From the fact that Atlantic
Boulevard was the parent of the highways in this section and
has held the interest of Jacksonville for so many years as
the connecting link to its playground, its history may well
be perpetuated.

1910

During the summer of 1910, burglary upon burglary was
reported from every section of the city, principally from the
residential districts. The police made many captures, but
the burglaries continued, all chargeable to the work of a
fictitious character called "Barefoot Bill". People got out
their old shotguns, polished up rifles, put their pistols in
shape, and for two or three months nearly every dwelling
was a modified arsenal. The burglaries ceased in August,
but it was never known whether the real Barefoot Bill was
ever put behind the bars.

October 23: Cashen's mill in East Jacksonville destroyed
by fire.

November 8: The vote on the adoption of a State-wide
prohibition amendment resulted in Duval County: For 1,742;
against 5,003. In Jacksonville the vote was: For 1,424;
against 4,232.

1911

January 11: Fire gutted the warehouse of the Hubbard
Hardware Company in rear of the retail store on south side


