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vented a complete paralysis of business. Fortunately the
demoralization did not last long as the temperature fell to
freezing on November 30-in those days it was thought that
freezing weather killed the yellow fever microbe. Then the
people returned and resumed their usual occupations. The
Board of Health recorded 22 deaths from yellow fever in
this epidemic.

1877

December 10: Jacksonville Lodge No. 287, Order of Benai
Bareth installed by Isaac Steuerman of Eufaula, Ala., with
P. Walter, president; Jacob Huff, vice-president; H. Weis-
kopf, treasurer.

December 30: Destructive fire at the corner of Union and
Hogan Streets. Six dwellings were destroyed and for a
time it was feared that all that portion of the town would
burn.

1878

January 18: The first telephone in Jacksonville and prob-
ably in the State of Florida, was put in operation. It was a
private line connecting the office of A. M. Beck at Bay and
Pine (Main) Streets with the Inland Navigation Company
at the foot of Laura Street.

January-March: A band of swindlers and bunco men
infested the city, fleecing strangers at every opportunity.
They established headquarters in various buildings and the
city authorities seemed unable to break them up. The news-
papers warned the public and published columns concerning
their operations. Owing to this publicity they finally left,
but returned each winter for several years.

March 11: Daring robbery at Carleton Hotel. Consid-
erable money and a large amount of jewelry was stolen from
guests' rooms. On the next night the St. James was robbed
in a similar manner and on the night of the 22d Wm. Mack
was caught trying to rob the Windsor. He was fined $50
and 29 days in jail.

March 25: Captain James B. Eads entertained at a ban-
quet at the Yacht Club. He was here to confer with the
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