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endured oppression so peacefully or so wisely. * * * Southern men
'made haste slowly' to recover their liberties. They could not break the
shackles of usurped control; some of the links gradually rusted and
fell away of themselves. The gross impolicy of desolating the fairest
half of the country impressed itself more and more upon the Northern
mind, with the result that an investigation was demanded of the Freed-
men's Bureau and its activities-
which ended in the collapse of this political machine, the
power that gave the carpet-bagger life.

The following is only an incident, but it is typical:
Yellow Bluff Fraudt

Osborn, who was anxious to be returned to the United States
Senate, determined to leave no stone unturned to secure as many mem-
bers of the State Senate as possible, preparatory to the expiration of
his term. Duval County, as well as Leon, had heretofore opposed from
the beginning of reconstruction, Osborn and his whole gang. A Sen-
ator must be had from this county at all hazards, the will of the ma-
jority to the contrary notwithstanding, and this request of the chief
was urgent and mandatory. The ring assembled in secret conclave in
Jacksonville and discussed the probabilities and improbabilities of se-
curing a nomination at the hands of the Republican nominating con-
vention, by a free use of money and bad whiskey; and if that should fail,
the next step was to secure John R. Scott, colored, who was one of the
leading lights among the colored men of that county, and have him to
understand that they were in favor of him, in order that if he was
nominated for the Senate, they could more easily make a combination
with the Democrats to defeat him and elect one after their own heart,
Horatio Jenkins, Jr. Should they fail in this, or should the canvass look
squally for them, then fraud upon the ballot box was to be committed
and Jenkins counted in; and should they fail in this, Jenkins was to
contest the seat of Scott by making a combination with the Democrats
in the Senate, touching the safety of their minority in the Senate, and
thereby oust Scott and seat Jenkins. As to the true intention of the
conspirators, Scott was unaware. Let us see if they were successful in
any of these propositions.

John R. Scott, now ambitious for Senatorial honors, was worked
up to fever heat to secure the prize. The convention met, and it was at
once observed that W. H. Christy, white Republican, who did not belong
to the Osborn gang, was the choice of the convention. The anti-ring
delegates held a caucus, which was attended by Scott as one of them.
Scott talked and advised with the other delegates, and assured them
that he was with them for the nomination of Christy. He begged the
caucus to make him chairman of the convention, which was done, and in
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